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I.—Fonmen Ponrrios. 


|. Reveenma to the Tibetan Blue-book, the Hitayadi [Caloutte] of the 10th 
The Tibetan Blue-book. 


February writes as follows: 


he Lhassa Treaty contained a provision for the occupation of the Chumbi 
Valley for 75 years, Mr. Brodrick stated that it e true. But now it 
appears that the Lhassa Treaty did contain such a provision. : 

It is clear from all that has happened in relation to Tibet that from the 
beginning the Government of India’s object was to extend British supremacy 
over that country. is object has, been at least partially attained, because 
in spite of the reduction of the period of occupation of the Chumbi Valley 
and of the amount of the required indemnity, the effect of those articles of 


the Lhassa Treaty which deal with the establishment of commercial relations 


between India and Tibet will be greatly prejudicial to the interests of Tibet 
asan independent country. Since the days of the East India Company it 
has been the custom with officials in India to disregard instructions sent from 
England, whenever such disregerd of instructions was deemed desirable. Officials 
in India know that the Home authorities will be obliged, for the sake of prestige; 
to support in the long run whatever the former may do. The worst that can: 
come to them is a little rebuke, and this is just what has happened in the Tibet 
affair. But will the fate of Tibet be altered in consequence of the rebuke? 
We do not think so. We know the meaning of these political rebukes. 
Chumbi Valley may not for the present be wrested from the Tibetans, but 
need any Indian be told that the establishment of commercial relations with 
a country may ultimately lead to its subjugation ? 


If all questions regarding Tibet possess an Imperial interest, as Mr. Brodrick 
says, should not the Imperial Government bear a portion of the cost of the 
Tibet Mission? ws 


We are at a loss to make out why the Tibetans should pay an indemnity 
at all, however small the amount may be. You forcibly entered into their 
country, razed their forte and monasteries to the ground, killed large numbers 
of them and made yourselves acquainted with all their secrets, and you end 
by deciding that they must pay an indemnity. Civilisation indeed! This is 
imperialism! This is statesmanship! The Tibetan’s only fault is that he is 
neither sturdy and ferocious like the Afghan nor skilful in warfare like the Jap. 
The Amir of Afghanistan is an old friend of the English, but has the Govern- 


ment of India been able to extend railroads and telegraphic lines to that 
country ? | 


2. The Hstavarta apr of the 12th February has the following: 

W rom the contents of the Blue-book on Tibet 
e it appears that the officials of this country have, in 

carrying out the work of the Tibet Mission, disregarded at every step the 


instructions of the Secretary of State for India and that the Government of 


India is very anxious to annex Tibet to British India. Lord Curzon enjoys 
the reputation of being a great man in England. He has, therefore, in spite 
of his disregarding the orders of the Secretary of State, been re-appointed to 
be the Viceroy of India. Had any other. man conducted hi in this 
manner he would have had to reap the fruit of his actions. The Lnglishman has 
divulged the real secret in connection with the Tibet Mission. It is quite 
clear that the real object of the Tibet expedition was to extend the British 


authority to that country. What was the use of calling it a mission then? Is 


this not culpablé on the part of the officials? Now, whether Mr. Brodrick lays 
all blame on the Government of India or the latter tries to explain away its evil 
doings, some part of the poor sheep will find its way into the lion’s mouth. 


3. Hearing that the Amir of Kabul has recently made an enquiry into the 


quantity of arms and ammunition in his arsenal, 
Afghan politics, de same paper asks the reason for this sudden 


enquiry. 


The Blue-book discloses what appears to be 
an anomaly in Mr. Brodrick’s conduct. When it was announced by Reuter that 
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game asks why the Amir of Kabul should have instructed 
pie — Sardar Inayetulla Khan to stay at Jelalabad til] 
Tho Kabel Miscwe. further instruction, and hopes there will be no 
difference. of opinion between the Amir and the Kabul Mission on any, matter 
touching the objects of the mission. par Ke | 


II,—Hoye ADMINISTRATION... . 


(a)—Pohce, 


A correspondent of the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the Ath February. 
: ee eke writing from village Senet, thana Pele, in Hoopes 
a e on the subject of the proposed chaukidari 0 
points out that a good deal: of difficulty is likely to be experienced in ‘practice, 
when a choiee.is to be made of the panchayets under the new system. In view 
of the party-feeling which prevails in most villages, the panchayet who will be 
the choice of one party will in many cases be opposed by the rival party. 
Under the circumstances an a is made to the patriotism of the village 
public to forget their dissensions at least for the moment, and to take advantage 
of:the offer of redress which Government has at last been moved to make in 

nse to the repeated complaints of the village public regarding the oppres- 
sive naturo of the chaukidari-tax. | 7 


6. Referring to the subject of chaukidari reform, the Dacca Prakasa 
ae [ Dacca] of the 5th February remarks:— 15 
Chah xeform. It is with the best of intentions that Govern- 
ment has turned its attention to the re-establishment of the panchayet syatem in 
Bengal on the lines of the old village community.” If the projected reform 
ends in bringing undesirable consequences in its train, the result would not 
discredit the motives of Government and the people would only have to 
thank their own unhappy lot for it. Whatever the consequences may prove 
to be, on behalf of the East Bengal public we desire to tender our warmest 
thanks to Mr. Savage and the Bengal Government for the scheme about to 
be inaugurated, which is-calculated to do so much good. There is no dearth 
of respectable people in the villages, and we appeal to them to come forward 
on the present occasion and co-operate with Government in ensuring the success 
of the new system. : 4 9 0 93 
7. Writing on the subject of chaukidari reform, a correspondent of the 
Pitt hae Daily Hitavadi rr of the 8th February 
er retorm. guggests the need of a clearer statement of the 
chaukidari law in relation to certain points like the assessing of the tax, the 
selection of the panchayets, the appointment of the chaukidars, eto. Further, 
some uniformity of practice is desirable in the matter of the regulation of the 
choice of chaukidars, At present some Magistrates are so scrupulous in this 
respect that they refuse to assent to the nomination even of men who are only 
relatives of criminals, while others confirm without protest the appointment of 
professional lathials and budmashes. - po 


Reference is next made to the undesirability of any further addition to 
the burdens of the villagers who pay the chaukidari tax, 1 is suggested in this 
connection that the present maximum limit of a rupee per ead might be 
increased to two rupees or more in the case of wealthy zamindars and other 
residents in the village, and the increase so obtained set off by reducing the 


assessments of the poorer villagers. 


Attention is next drawn to the fact that the chaukidars rarely do their 
patrolling duties regularly, and the hope is expressed that Mr, Savage's new 
scheme will provide some guarantee on this head for the future. ae 


It is further urged that the duty of collecting the proceeds of the tax by 
walking about from Maes to village will entail —— eee. on the 
collecting panchayets. It is suggested, as a way out of this difficulty, that the 
collection might be done by the daffadar of each village, under the close 
supervision of the collecting panchayet. 
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pat by having to wait on District Magistrates at i in isa and at 


i rate should fix particular da in advance at artict thant head 


quarters and there arrange to meet all the panchayets of the unions ineluded in 
that thana.,. eM Mate 5 e 
In preparing the list of duties Which are to be entrusted to the panchayets, 
care should be taken to see that the duties are not too heavy to be dis- 


concerns.  . ä : : : . 
Lastly, it is said that the rate of commissions by: which the panchayets ure 
now remunerated is too small and deserves to be inereased,s 
8. The Sri Sit Vishnu :Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [ Caloutta) of thé 8th $= Se IIZ. 


. February writes :-— 2 0 Basak Parma, 
ee The axe is being laid with increasing ‘severity eu du. 1906, 
of stroke at the root of Self. Government in this country. Attention had been 
dra yn to the disgraceful condition which the panchayet system had gradually 
reached, and it. was hoped that the question would soon receive the considera- 
tion of Government. And so it has. But we notice that what Government 
intends on the present occasion is to extend police rule; after indirectly © 
bringing about a discontinuance of the panchayet system, e 
A late issue of the Bihar Herald ‘publishes a notice by Mr. Savage on 
this subject of panchayet reform. But in this notice we fail to see any provi- 
sions for the discharge by the panchayets of certain very necessary duties. No 
powers have been entrusted to the panchayets in connection with local sanitation 
and education. The question of the panchayets acting as arbitrators in 
village disputes has been simply dismissed with a bare mention. But even 
if adequate provision had been made for these objects, we do not think that 
with the existing panchayet system there would any chance of any good being 
done to the public. For various reasons, the health of the villagers has greatly 
deteriorated, and as regards education, very little has been done -to induce 
them to give their children such training as would enable them to earn their 
livelihood, There remains agricultural instruction, but in this convection also 
the panchayets are to have no responsibilities. Some do not see in any one of 
the. duties ae pe to be entrusted to ee anything of benefit to the 
0 no 


local roa see only an extensio lice rule: Henceforth people are 
to understand the panchayets as a part of the police force. 


Unless the President of the panchayet is vested with powers which will 
help him to be useful to the village public, we do not think that educated and 
respectable men will consent to accept that office 5 to act as a channel 
of communication with the police about local crimes. Mr. Savage has no idea 
of the kind of work which educated and respectable men consider dignified. 
If he had mixed in good native society, he would have known that respectable 
people do not at all consider it dignified to accept work as informers. For 
educated and respectable men all the work that has been found under 
Mr. Savage’s scheme is assisting in the service of summons and informing the 
regular police of riots and thefts, to the complete exclusion of any work 
combining dignity and public utility. We do not understand the meaning of 
a reform which’ proceeds on such lines. : Bae 1 

9. Referring to the subject of chaukidari reform, the Prasun [Katwa] of Fe. 1 

G the 10th February remark s:: 1% 1806, 9 
2 The object of Government in undertaking this 
reform is noble and honest, But it seems as if, owing to the faults of the 
people of this degraded country, this honest project of reform is to bear a 
discredited: name from its very inception. Village society in Bengal is no 
longer the well-disciplined and well-organised thing it was in the olden days. 
Nowadays the leaders of village life live only to foment the growth of faction «= ** '~ 
and parties. Further, nowadays, whatever a villager may do, either for his 
own improvement or for that of the public, it is sure to be looked upon with 
jealousy and suspicion by his neighbours. If any educated, impartial villager 
undertakes to carry on the duty of a panchayet, he will find it almost impossible: 
* do so until he allies himself with one or other of the parties existing in the 
age. es 3 ATE NES, : , 
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„ 10. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 11th February writes as follows :— 
1 8 The cries of oppression which were raised in 
_ ,  Chankidari reform. every part of the country on account of the severe 
incidence of the chaukidari tax reached the ears of the authorities and moved 
their compassion as early as 1902. The Police Administration Report for 1002 
contains the following remarks:— Mr. Bourdillon has not failed to notice 
that much has been recertly written in the vernacular Press as to the: severe 
incidence of the chaukidari tax. It is the duty of Magistrates to limit the 
numbers of chaukidars to strict requirements and to take opportunities, auch 
as those afforded by vacancies, for reducing and amalgamating charges. I is 
also even more important that:the incidence of the tax should ‘be fair; and that 
the poor, when not exempted altogether, should be taxed as lightly: as possible, 
In this respect the Lieutenant-Governor is forced to admit that the present 
system is not perfect. Much attention has been paid to the subject of late 
years, and a scrutiny of the chaukidari assessment is one of the matters which 
is particularly enjoined upon officers when on tour.” One of the objects of the 
chaukidari enquiry entrusted to Mr. Savage is to ascertain the causes: of 
oppression mentioned in the above quotation and seek to remove them. For 
this thanks are due to the Government from every Bengali. But it is feared 
that the proposed panchayet system will, if it is not most carefully and 
judiciously framed, become a source of oppression to the people of the country 
und at last prove a failure. Panchayets are proposed to be vested with large exe- 
cutive powers. If therefore the best and the most honest men are not appointed 
as 24 these powers will serve as instruments of oppression in their hands, 
The Last [Dacca] writes in this connection :—‘‘ Specially we hope and pray 
that he (Mr. Savage) will himself see whether or not such men are selected as 
Presidents as are noted for their honesty and business habits. If there be a 
failure in this, the whole scheme will result in a sad failure, as it has not been 
unoften the case with the best-conceived schemes of Government, to the great 
misfortune of our country and its people and to the disappointment of the 
authorities.” : 
We therefore propose that the Presidents of the proposed Panchayeti Unions 
should be appointed in the following manner :— . 
Responsible Government officers should visit every village in a Union, 
call all its respectable inhabitants to a public meeting and, with their assistance, 
make a list of the able and honest men among them. The opinions of the 
villagers about these men should be consulted and their objections, if any, to 
the appointment of any of them should be heard. When these lists of eligible 
men have been draw up, the one who is the ablest and most qualified among 
them should be appointed President. If the President is appointed at a publie 
meeting held in one village in a Union, bad men may conceal the names of 
good men, influential men may force the opinions of common people, and 
many other undesirable things may happen. 4 0 W 
11. A correspondent of the Dacca Prakash [Dacca] of the 12th: February 
: 8 makes the following suggestions regarding chauki- 

NN regarding chauki- dari reform * om b 
ee Three or four chaukidari circles should form 
a Village Committee. Each Village Committee should have 4 or 5 panchayets. 
These panchayets should be appointed by election by the villagers. This 
Panchayeti Union should have 1 or 2 collecting officers, as may be ag 
The pay of a collecting officer should be 7 or 8 rupees per month, The 
penchayets should receive certain official honours and be vested with the power 
to bring into force the existing laws relating to public roads, ghats, epidemics, 
malaria, eto. The District or Subdivisional Magistrate should be the Chairman 
of the Panchayeti Union. The Union should be vested with the power to decide 

by arbitration petty suits between villagers. 1 

12. A correspondent of the same paper says that the officer who was in 
oharge of the work of appointing panchayets for the 
Latakhola village within the Manikganj subdivision 
of the Dacca district came to the village on the 
12th or 13th 3 and on the next morning visited a few houses in the 
company of a number of flatterers. Some of the respectable inhabitants of 


the village acked the officer ut what place and in what nanner pancharets 


Appointment of panchayets in a 
village in the Dusch distrist. : 


61 


would be appointed. In reply he said tbat he would do as he liked. After- 
wards he appointed a number of boys of 20 or 22 years of age as panchayets. 
The old panchayets of the village had worked with great credit and some 
of them bad been Government pensioners, but none of them were appointed 


by the above officer, „ 3 cee ; 
13. The Charu Méi-[Mymensingh } of the 7th Fe complains that on 
| : the 15th Magh last, in connection with the circus 
4 complaint. against the and the theatre, certain members of the local police 
ee behaved in a highly oppressive fashion. The whole 
town is ringing with denunciations of their conduct on this occasion. A meet - 
ing was called on the 16th Magh last, at the City College Hall, to record a 

I 


ublic protest. The gathering was an exceptionally large one. Babu Taranath 
Bal (Honorary Magistrate), Babu Sarat Chandra Pal (Professor, City College), 
Babu Jagadis Chandra Guha (Honorary Magistrate), Babu Dines Chandra Guha 
akil), Babu Tariny Charan Ghose, Babu Pramathamohan Das (Teacher), 
bu Rajanikanta Chowdhury, Babu Dinabandhu Dutt, Babu Sanat Kumar 
Bose (Superintendent, Technical School) and others, each as an eye-witness, 
bore personal evidence to the oppressive and illegal conduct of the police in the 
resent case. It appears from the evidence of these gentlemen that the police 
constables without provocation assaulted with bamboo pieces any number of 
persons who had come to see the theatre or the circus, quite irrespective of any 
consideration of the person’s age or rank. It is understood that among the 
victims of the assault are to be reckoned a peon who has got a fractured 
skull, and a drawing master of the local Edward School, who has escaped. with 
a broken arm. 
14. The Bankura Darpan [Bankura } of the 8th February reports the follow. 
18 ing case of cooly abduction. The viotim is a young 
r girl, aged 22, of the Tamli caste, Suradhuni by name. 
She resided in her father-in-law’s home at Bikna village near Bankura town: 
Her husband kept a shop at the Chakbazar at Bankura. It appears that being 
childless, she wished as a means of propitiating the gods to bathe in the Ganges. 
Now a person named Ramani Man, working in concert with a secret cooly 
ar kati of the same village in which Suradhuni resided, took advantage of this 
wish on the girl’s part. This person offered to accompany Suradhuni down to 
Calcutta where the latter s brother resided. But as» matter of fact, Suradhuni 
instead of being taken to Calcutta was taken to Raimani Naptini, a notorious 
female arkatt of Bankura town. The poor girl is now at Dibrugarh. 
15. We hear, says the Bangavass [Calcutta] of the 11th February, that 
recently two European soldiers committed all sorte 
| of outrages in many of the stations on the Diamond 
Harbour line, Eastern Bengal State Railway. The authorities are requested 
to enquire into the matter. 1 : : : 
16. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 11th February has the following 


Cases of outrage on females in perageapn > | lai I 
Uluberia in the Howreh district. __, here has lately been a complaint regarding a 
7 | serious increase in the number of offences against 
female modesty in Uluberia. It is certainly a serious matter. Formerly such 
crimes were not so very frequent in these parts, and it seems difficult at first 
sight to account for this increase. We can refer to one of the causes, If the 
police showed sufficient zeal in suppressing such offences, if the local Magietrate 
and Judge had severely punished the offenders according to the heinousness of 
each particular case, ten perhaps some measure of success would have been 
attained in dealing with this form of crime, but we do not hear that proper 
ropressive steps are taken. The natural effect has therefore been to encourage 
the fiends in human shape who are guilty of these outrages. The authorities 
ought to consider that these outrages are more intolerable than those for which 
and bears are responsible. The case becomes worse when the victim of 
o outrage belongs to a respectable class of society. For in such cases 

the aggrieved parties as a rule do not resort to the Jaw Courts. 

17. The Aitavarta'(Calcutta] of the 12th n complains that 
Frequent thefts in thswanipur. Bhawanipur has become a hot-bed of thefts. 
Pe „ Hardly a day passes in which one or two cases of 
theft are not reported. Can the Inspector of the Bhawanipur police-station 


Alleged oppressions by soldiers. 
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ive his reasons for these thefte? Even on the big roads of that place no police 
— is ever seen 7 duty. 1 Police be pleased to 
direct his attention to the state of affairs at Bhawampur cee oe 
18. The Lharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 11th Folnaiey notices a case of 
3 theft that occurred the other day at No. 102, 
A case of theft at Bhawan)pur. Russa North Road, Bhawanipur, at 12-30 at night, 
and says that when the police was called out by the resident of the house, there 
was none to answer. A constable of the Kapatolla thana, however, turned up 
some time after the thieves had left. ; | 
19. Referring to the temple profanation case in Sailana by Musalman 
_ wsepoys, the Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 12th Feb- 
3 profanstion case in ruary says that this sacrilegious act of the 
ö Musalman sepoys has been very outrageous, They 
belong to His Majesty's forces, hence their punishment is very n : 
and it is hoped Government would inflict it to prevent a repetition of such 
an incident. | 
20. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 13th February is sorry to 
learn of the desecration of Her Majesty the late 
pate. late Queen's statue in Cueen's statue, set up in front of the Town Hall 
of Delhi, as the incident brings to mind the 
fearful tragedy of Chapekar of Bombay and raises all sorts of misgivings. . 
21. From the London correspondent of the Bombay Times of India 
it appears to the Hindi Bangavasi 3 of the 
Minden Part af the Folice Com. 19th February that there is yet considerable delay 
in the publication of the report of the Commission 
for the simple reason that the recommendations of the Commission, if carried out, 
would double the expenditure hitherto incurred for the police, and Govern- 
ment is not prepared to meet it, being at present occupied with the question 
of strengthening the frontier. : ä 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 
22. The Krishnanagar [Krishnaghar] of the 10th February says: — 
a Mr. Kader Bux, Deputy Magistrate, has just 
F Magis taken over charge here m Babu Chandra Sekhar lar. 
Kar. We have as yet seen him in Court for only 


three days, and do not therefore know much of his method of disposing 
of ‘cases. But we do not ex that he will succeed well. For in the first 


place he is very old and had, besides, been suffering from illness for a long 
time past. He has been posted here before he has quite recovered from its 
effects. In the second place, his right hand has become almost unservice- 
able. He has therefore to take the help of others when there is any large 
amount of writing to be done. : 
23. The Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 10th February says that in the 
The case against the Howrah deéfamation case which a Sub-Inspector of Police 
Hitaishi newspaper. bas instituted in the Howrah Criminal Court 
against the Howrah Hitaishi newspaper, the Police 
Department is showing rather a questionable activity, The services of the 
Government Pleader of Howrah, Rai Nrisingha Chandra Datta Bahadur, 
having been asked for by the police, that gentleman wrote to the District 
Magistrate requesting to be informed if it was the intention of Government 
to engage him in the case, but he received no reply. Again, the translation 
2 Er een rage by the . appears over the signature 
of H. D. terjee, Deputy Magistrate. Why di istrate make 
the translation 75 ae J. 1 1 b ie 
24. Referring to the 228 in the case of the death of a e 
3 i Nayagram in Midnapore at the hands of 2 
a 9 3 the. white man, the son of the Assistant Manager of 
the estate of the Nawab of Murshidabad. 


the Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 12th F ebruary says that the case has ended 


3 the way in which similar cases have ended fore, viz., that it has been 


iaposed of as a case of accidental d * 4} 
fine of Rs, 150 only. 0 en — and the European me escaped with a 


ie 4 . 1 : * 934 
P — een — 
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5. reference to the the Nessie 2 
25. In . of Mr, Walker, who killed a woman 22 “shot, 
Mr. Walker's case. the Hindi Bannavasi 3 the :13th: Feb- 
wants to know the reason why Mr. Walker frig ter d the: woman. 


— 7 


u 


the learned Judge take cognizance of this W 

yy Referring to the decision of the Madras High Court in the Tripati 

7 Temple case, the same paper says that the above 

only of Madras but of the whole of India. The Hindus have become alarmed 
to see & Court of the English Government, which considers it a sin to interfere 


with any one’s religion, meddling with the religious affairs of the Hindus. 
The above decision has agitated the Hindu mind. In our opinion there was 
no necessity for the Madrag High Court to exercise its judicial authority in 
such a case. All the legal points in such cases should be determined by the 

ivy Council. 1 2 ü aie 
1 regard to the arrangements ordered, we are of opinion that no Civil or 
Criminal Court should have anything to do with religious matters, because 
such cases arouse the worst feelings of the Hindus. It is true that many 
mohants spend the income of temple estates rather in an extravagant way, 
but that is no reason why the British Courts of justice should assume the 


control of those estates. 


(d)—Education. 


27. The Burdwan Sanjwant [ Burdwan j of the 7th February writes: 
tir Pedler has recently promulgated a strange 
system which is calculated to earn him a perma- 
nent fame in the world of education. He has ruled 
that henceforth students who get scholarships after passing the Middle English 
Examination are to bind themselves by a promise not to continue their studies 
any further! What is the use of the scholarships if the further studies of 
the scholars are to cease simultaneously with their getting the scholarships? _. 
If Mr. Pedler could plainly say that the doors of education were to be 
henceforth closed to our boys, then we think he could spare himself all the 
trouble, perplexity and tax on his great brain which the issue of such strange 
orders must necessarily entail. 7 5 5 
The number of text-books which has been prescribed for the lower classes 
of Entrance schools is unduly large. A man who can grind boys just 
beginning to learn English with quite a load of books on science, geometry, 
geography, etc., can certainly, in our opinion, be heartless enough to do 
anything to ruin them. 5 me 
28. The same paper yo & : ven : 

school-boys of being required to read too man 

the e and text-books having rs apparent in America, the 


5 aeeducational authorities of that country are con- 
sidering the advisability 


tunately in India the evil is still on the increase. The authorities here are 
inconsiderate, and the effect is ruinous to thousands of school-boys. In this 


Complaints regarding an educa- 
tional circalar and a course list. 


alaria-ridden country the excessive labour which is entailed on the school- 


m 
ty from early age owing to their having to read so many books W 
tells on their physique. There is no counting the number of subjects whi 


ittal, by the Sessions Court of Poena, Huo: Basaran, 


BurDWaN SAnNJIVANI, 


Fob, 18th, 1906. 


Hum Basdavam, 


Feb. 7th, 1905, 


that the injurious influence on the health of pranwan saxsivam. 


of effecting a reduction in the number. But unfor- 


are taught to the boys here at one and the same time, the idea N being 
Kea 


to turn them out masters of every department of knowledge! Can 
10 or 12 master subjects like history and scientific 
of reform in this matter is urgent. 


29. The Charu Mihir | gh] of the 7th 1 sg st 
The Rigs oe students of the Comilla Schoo 
° Comilla Sehe. ente of been expelled k 


agriculture? The necessity 


la J havo 
by the authorities for some unknown 


CHarv Mraz. 
Fob. 7th, 1905. 


reason. For some of the lads, it is merely suspen- 


* for a period of six months or a year, while for others, it is rustication for 
guardians of the lads so dealt with applied to the school. 


time, The 


authorities to know the reason for this severity, but in vain. The ages of the 


expelled lads do not exceed 15 in any case, W. 
80 low as 10. We are unable to understand of 


ile in some cases they may be. 
what serious offence such young 
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e ilty which can necessitate the infliction on them of such 
Ne N ag Aso the conduct of the school authorities in the 
esent case will not meet with the approbation of the higher Officers of the 
ucation Department. JC „ 
e rustication by the educational authorities of 30 
„ oT —— of the Camilla Zilla School, most of whom 
The Comilla Zilla School. are boys of 10 to 15 years of age, the Mitavarta 
Calcutta] of the 12th February * a the eee in question have not 
i t their reasons fur such punishment.’ 2 

” 31 : " — to the Resolution on the “ Establishment of Rural 
. Schools in Bengal,“ published in the Calcutta Guzetia 
scettablishment of raral Pf of the 8th February last, the Sanjivani [Calontta] 
N of the 9th February writes:— 1 Ge ie 
Government has made a good many changes in the system of 1 
education in this country in the course of the last three or four years. We 
have not hesitated to express in clear terms our 2 that these changes have 
not always beon for the better. The principal defect of Which we complained 
in the new system was the prescribing of the same text-books in the lower 
classes of entrance school as in the pathsalas. It is a matter for congratulation 
that Government has at last come to see the evil effects of this change. It is 
certainly quite unreasonable that the man whose view of life is restricted to 
the goal of a patwariship should read the same books as he who expects to 
become in time a member of the Convenanted Civil Service or a Barrister- 

at-Law. 3 
We have every sympathy with Mr. Pedler's scheme of establishing rural 
primary schools in Bengal. But we take serious exception to the intended 
plan of having the text-books for these schools written in various different 
dialects. The dialect of Chittagong is unintelligible to a Calcutta man, but the 
spread of education has been hitherto exercising a unifying influence in this 
irection. The language of the educated classes in both these parts of the 
Province has practically become one already. In time, a similar unity of 
language would have come e among the masses also. But if this 
project of teaching different dialects is persisted in, all hopes of ever unifying 
the language among the masses in Bengal must go. The language of a West 
Bengal peasant will in that case always remain distinct from that of an Hast 
Bengal one. To add to existing diversities of language is highly undesirable. 
We sincerely appeal to Government not to lend its countenance to any such 


“objectionable course of 


licy. | 
32. The Sandhya Foaloutta] of tho 12th February thanks the Lieutenant- 
| Governor for departing from the usual official 
practice by inviting public opinion on his recent 
resolution on primary education in rural areas. oe 
88. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 14th February is glad at the proposal 
of Government not to interfere with upper primary 
education in its scheme of reorganisation of primary 
education in rural areas. All villages in Bengal 
are not inhabited solely by an agricultural pens. There are middle class 
people in villages, who, though they live by agriculture, are not themselves 
cultivators and wish their sons to receive an education of a higher type than 
that suited only for cultivators. , | 
„ The writer cannot approve of the Government’s proposal to keep the 
village pathsalas closed during agricultural seasons in order to enable the boys 
to help their fathers in their work in the field, first, because boys reading in 
lower primary pathsalas are too young to render such help, and secondly, 
because such recess, added to the numerous holidays, would make the terms of 
the pathsalas too short. Sons of cultivators can afford to remain at school 
but for a short period, and if, even that brief period of time is filled with 
holidays and recesses, what education will tb ey receive? The question might 
be. K . for the villagers themselves to decide. 8 
„ The writer cannot approve of the proposal to repare text-books in 
different dialects for use in different parts. of the provinee because such a 
scheme will throw obstacles in the way of the acquisition by the boys of the 
general language of the province. There can be no objection to the books 
being written in easy, oi y language. 


Sir Andrew Fraser thanked. 


The Government Resolution on 
rural education in Bengal. 


4 Sn 
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4. Ibis inconceivable, says the Hitavadé [Caloutta} ot the 10th February, n, 

* hal led the authorities to appoint Mr. Browning, "> 1,196. 

The new Principal of the Dacca an officer of only 9 years’ standing in the service, 

reo “ag the Principal of the Dacca’ College and give him 

a special allowance of Rs. 250 per mensem. He has been brought over. from 

the Central Provinces and appointed at Dacca in supersession of the ‘claims 

of senior and more experienced educational officers in Bengal. This may lead 

people to think that Sir Andrew Fraser entertains un undue partiality 
towards Central Provinces men. | 3 
35. In reference to the falling off in the number of students learning baun Mrs, 
Sanskrit in Bengal, as is apparent from the ede Fob, 11th, 195. 

_ Backward condition of Sanskrit report of the Education epartment, the Bharat 

edacation in Bengal. (stra [Calcutta] of the 11th Pabivary ee — 

Cannot the Director of Public Instruction, who has expressed his regret 
on this falling off, do something to revive Sanskrit learning in Bengal? 

36. Commenting upon the Bombay High Court order postponing R Ine , 

ape the case brought by some members of the Feb 18th, 1905. 
The Bombay University e Syndicate against the University of Bombay, the 

Hitovarta [Calcutta] of the 12th February observes that the order shows the 

moral weakness of its Judges. The learned Judges have by this order brought 

discredit not only on themselves but on the high position they hold. __ 

37. The Dacea Prakas [Dacca] of the 12th February says that it is 

| extremely difficult to make out by what principle 44 Paanss, 

the Inspector of Schools, Dacca, is guided in * 1, 1006. 

of preparing lists of text-books for the high English schools under him. 

Whether it is the intrinsic value of the book, or the position of the author or 

any other consideration which has weight with him is unsurmisable. Authors 

like the late Pandit Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar have been driven out of the 

field. How long will this shameful state of things continue in the Education 

Department ? 

88. There was a rumour, says the Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 14th 1 
February, that the Viceroy would not open his 8 br.. 
mouth at the Convocation of the Calcutta Univer- 4, 1008. 
sity. This had disappointed many. But the flow 
of speech which issued from His Excellency’s lips on the occasion and the way 
in which he attacked all Indians astounded a good many. His Excellenc 
forgot his position, forgot the duty that lay upon him of ere impartial, 
onl had not the least hesitation in calumniating the een of the country. it 
His Excellency occupies the highest place in the Government of India, — 
and, consequently, whatever he says becomes him. But it will be admitted by a 
all impartial men that it was not in good taste for him to speak as he had done, 

His Excellency is, indeed, showing at every step that he is intolerant of opposi- 
tion. But should a Viceroy be so capricious ? 
39. The Daily Hitavadi ee the 15th February writes: 55 
3 Eve can see on a perusal of the Dau rn, 
k Viceroy's { Costvoostion speech, that it was in revenge seh can 

For the manner in which he was discredited and 
outwitted in the Legislative Council by Mr. Gokhale the previous day that His 
Excellency poured abuse on our heade. 

Lord Macaulay also abused us, but he confined his ungentlemanliness to 
the people of a particular province of India and certainly did not extend it to 
Indians or to orientals generally. And, besides, if Lord 1 abused us, he 
also threw wide open the doors of high education in this country, sowed the 
first seeds of Western education among the people of Bengal and generally tried 
to pave the way to a gradual assimilation of our rights re privileges 


Preparation of lists of text-books. 


The Viceroy at the Convoca- 
tion. 


of the ruling race, So the memory of his good deeds might make us forget in 
some measure the abuse he hurled at us. But what has Lord Curzon done for 
our good and improvement? Not one act, if we except his reduction of the 
salt and income taxes, : i ee 0 
Everybody who has the least acquaintance with history knows of the 
N which Arrian, Megasthenes and other Western travellers bore to the 
truthful habits of Indians at an age when the ancestors of the great English 
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personages who now brag of their love of truth were living like so many ‘beasts 
in the forests. us es | | 5 
(e Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 
The Soltan [Calcutta] of the 10th February complains of the absence 
bug of 127 effort on the part of the Calcutta Munici- 
en ee eee pality to cope with the alarming situation which is 
indicated by the gradual rise in the plague figures for the metropolis. It is 
remarked that the rise already apparent is simply the precursor of a much 
greater rise during the approaching months of Falgun and Chat/, when the 
seasons change. The attention of the Municipality is drawn to the urgent need 
of cleansing up the Jorabagan, Jorasanko, Battala, Colootola, Muchipara, and 
Taltolla areas inside the town, where the plague makes its first appearance eve 
ear. The suburbs generally stand in need of greater attention from the Heal 
epartment than they now appear to receive. f a e 
41. A correspondeut writing to the Daily Hitavadi Calcutta] of the 13th 
| February reports the prevalence of a severe 
— epidemic of plague at Bankipur. es 
42. Referring to the motion before a recent meeting of the Calcutta 
Municipality by which it was proposed to tax 
hawkers and petty shop-keepers, the Hindi Bangavasi 
[Calcutta] the 13th February asks Mr. Bertram to say if he has any idea 
of the profits made by these poor people. However, the Chairman has 
decided to put up this question before the General Committee. The fact is, the 
town of Calcutta is becoming too dear to live in for the poorer classes of the 
people, and, it is feared, may becom still dearerin due course. Verily, 
paradise is the proper abode of the gods only and not of the poor and needy. 


Questions affecting the Land. 


43. The Faridpur Hitaisuni [ Faridpur] of the 28th January writes:— 
Batwara work has been going on in this 
district for about five years. ‘lhe expenses this 
has entailed on the petty proprietors have been so heavy that the property 
of about twenty or twenty-five of them had to be put up to auction, And 
the batwaras made are still awaiting final sanction. It is now January 
1905. Up to now, the proprietors have continued to bear all the expenses for 
keeping up the Batwara Deputy Collector, his amla and his peons. And unless 
the final awards are made before March next, a further year’s charge will 
be thrown on their shoulders. 5 
The surveys have been made, the chiftas, khatians and other necessary 
papers prepared, and the shares which each shareholder should receive 
etermined. The ‘‘deeds” for each share had been submitted to the 
Divisional Commissioner for sanction, but have been since returned to the 
local Collectorate. The proprietors are now unable to collect the rents, owing 
to the insecurity of possession which arises from the absence ofthe. “deeds.” 
The tenants refuse to pay any rents to the new. landlords who have come into 
possession 7 the batwara, but who do not possess “‘deeds.” = tit oa 
44, The same paper writes under the heading “Settlement and 
) urvey :— N 
_ Allegations against certain Ra : : ° ° : 5 
Ailement and survey ans. . Kanaigram is a village ingluded under the 
F Ainpur police- station. mae village is now. beipg 
surveyed for settlement. One Taher of this village has recently lodged 4 
‘@mpiaint in the Court of the local Magistrate, under sections 435 and 161. of, 
the Indian Penal Code, against Kunjalal Lala (Sub-Surveyor), . 5 0 Nath. 
Thendar (amin) and Jegann ath Tabasi chainman). The allegations made 
by the plaintiff are that the defendant Kunjalal wished to destroy the plain: 
titt's house and to remove the plaintiff's stack of straw from the fields prior, 
to making a survey. That on the plaintiff appealing to Kunjalal to lay the 
chain-line in a different position, which souk not necessitate the removal of 
his houre or stacks of straw, the defendant demanded a heavy bribe, That 
the plaintiff offered a much smaller sum which did not satisfy the defendant. 


That on this the defendant destro yed some gourd plants which were growing 


Municipal tax on hawkers. 


Batwara work in Farid pur. 
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e plaintiff's fielda and also set fire to his stacks of straw. The case is still 
or trial, and we are sure justice will be meted out to the offenders. 
Apart from the merits of this particular case, allegations against the 
scttlement survey amine axe getting quite common. They are . 
of wantonly destroying orchards, and of damaging houses by driving in 
stakes on the floors of rooms. Without adhering to the chain-lines indicated 
in the thak maps, they are placing the lines in position of their own choosing. 
45. The Hitavarta [Caleutta of the 12th February has the following :— 
3 Settlement operations have been going on in the 
Oppression | committed by Sonthal Parganas for the last few years. Where 
N F these operations are over, notices have been served 
upon the proprietors of the land for payment of the cost of settlement. The 
form of these notices is to all appearances very innocent, for it sets forth the 
instalments in which the demand is to be realized. From the notice now 
issued it would appear as if every year a notice was issued to zamindars ſto pay 
up their instalments, and as if they invariabl failed to deposit the amount, due 
from them. But this ia not the real fact. Far from the service of notice for 
payment of annual instalments the zamindars were not even told that they, 
would have to pay the cost of the settlement. They were also not appris 
even once in the coursé of the last four years of the instalments due from 
them, but all at once they are now called upon to pay the whole amount. Ig 
this not cruel? Is it not injustice to realize the whole amount at once from men 
who did not agree to the settlement operations at all? Again, you see that this. 
notice was issued on the 21st of the last month from the Settlement Office and 
was not received by the zamindars before the 30th idem. . Such being the cage. 
most of the zamindars had not time to make the payment owing to the. 
laxity of the office. 


46. In reviewing the statement of the correspondent of the Amrita Basar nnr Mirae, 
Patrika in connection with the appointment of * nh, 1008. 


ee Mr. Keith as Manager of the nine-annas share of 
the Tikari estate, the Bharat Mira Calcutta] the 11th February says that if 
the statement of the correspondent be true, the only thing which remains to 
complete the whole transaction is to make over the entire estate. to the 
European gentleman and tell the owner to shift for himself. | 


(g)—Raslways and communications, including canals and trrigatwn, 


47. Referring to the case against a ticket-collector who was alleged to 
Be have outraged the modesty of one Haripriya Dassi 
wnt? Khsrepur railway outrage at Khargpur station, Bengal-Nagpur Railway, in 
ea ad October las, which is now under trial by the Joint 
1 of Midrapore, the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 4th February 
remarks :—_ , 43 e gs 
We wish to offer our heart-felt thanks to our sympathetic Lieutenant- 
leg for the interest he has displayed in bringing this case before the 
urts. 
48. The Ratnakar { Asansol | of the 4th February sgh ) 
pe Cop ies of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway authorities to the 
pant, heel station of the inconvenience caused to their third-class passengers 
* . e at Asansol station (1) by the absence of suitable 
as accommodation for them and (2) by the closing of the latrine which 
existed on the south side of the station platform for their use. With reference 
to the latter complaint, it is pointed out that the latrine provided by the East 


draws the attention 


Indian Railway authorities on their down platform is not easy. of access to the 


Bengal-Nagpur Railway passengers. 1 7 
49. The Nthar [Contai] of the 7th February complains, on the authority 
The. allered dl „ „ o£ local correspondent, about the excessive silting 

„ap of the Balighai Branch Canal. It is alleged 


i that boats which are intended to carry a burden 
of 50 maunds run aground if onl they are loaded with a burden of 25 


maunds, and that for this reason boats are not always able to deliver goods 
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punctually to the consignees. 
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reduction hitherto effected has 
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tavads Calcutta] of the 10th. February says that irriga igation 
92 a on . . like those which are to be excavated in the 
- Excavation of irrigation canals. Punjab, should be excavated in Bengal also. In 
Bengal many rivers, khals and rivulets which could be used for irrigation and 
navigation purposes 25 years ago have silted up. These should be re-excavated 
so far as practicable and 2 ones excavated to promote the interests of 
agriculture and commerce in the country. . 
51. The Ratnakar [Asansol] of the 11th February reports a railwa 
3 — — at Ronee ie ae 1 eee 
n alway, on the ebruary last. It is al 
W a amare eni that as 1 result of the collision, as many as A og 
carriages were smashed. and that broken fragments from these carri 
struck against the station - master's quartere, which thereupon collapsed, killing 
instantaneously the station- master's wife and child. It is reported that besides 
these two victims, four others were killed, viz., one Babu, two chaprasis 
and one khalasi, while the number of the wounded mounts up to a large 
figure. The hope is expressed that the Railway authorities will make no delay 
in publishing the facts of the case. 
52. A correspondent writing to the Daily Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 
, 18th February notices certain grievances of passen- 
de Howrah-Amta Light Rail- gers in connection with the Howrah-Amta Light 
Railway. Complaint is first made as to the over- 
crowding of the third-class carriages in which instead of six, as many as eight 
or ten often occupy one compartment. On Saturdays and Mondays, passen- 
ers are often compelled to travel on open trucks and in goods-vans. Attention 
is next drawn to the high rate of fares charged on this line, which is 4} 
2 per mile, a rate far in excess of that ordinarily charged on Indian 
sil ways. . 


(h)—General. — 


53. The Pallivasi [Kalna] of the 18th January notices the claims of 
eee eee 3 villages ere 5 in 6 
N ap. er of certein Bandebaju, Satpathi and Baraset, to . 
— from Hooghly to Bard- to the Kalna subdivision of ‘Burdwan. It is 
urged :— 

(1) that the geographical situation of these three villages makes them 
. sort of cape jutting out from the frontiers of the Burdwan 
istrict ; | 

(2) that these villages may be regarded as portions of the village of 
Satgachi, which is already included under Kalna, and that to 


—. reach N two of these three Hooghly villages have first to 


be cro : 
(3) that the present Registration office for these villages is at Pandua, 
15 miles distant, while that at Kalna would be only 6 miles 
away. Similarly, the present police thana at Balagarh, 10 miles 
off, would be brought much nearer. It appears that this question 
of the transfer of these villages arose some time ago when 
Mr. Inglis, the Divisional Commissioner, negatived it. A fresh 
occasion for reopening it has now occurred in connection with 
the ney m0 - of villages into unions, which is now being carried 
on in Hooghly under Mr. Savage’s scheme. 
54, Writing of the ab A1 7 55 the rate of the salt duty 
e ie . the 4 rasun | Katwa] of the 8rd February suggests 
salt — n further reduction of two annas per ‘eee. 
The E Je e that the benoit of the 
( | so far been confined only to the dealers in 
the article wy large and small, and has not extended to tho general consumer, 
except such of the latter class as can afford to make purchases of a maund, or 
alf-a-maund, or 10 or at least 5 seers of the article at one and the same time. 
But it is remarked that if the amount by which the duty had been reduced had 
been ten annas instead of eight, the masses even would bave been able to 
profit by the concession. For in that case, a pice might have been gained for 


( 181) 
seer bought, or even a half-pice for every half-séer.. With the present 
rojuction of eight annas per maund, tho dealers cannot aflord to make any 
reduction in favour of purchasers whose ee of purchase is limited to half 
a seer. For in Bengal, the smallest denomination of coin is not the pie 
the ice. , i ee £7), 7 | ‘ 
” 55. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 4th February writes: Sas 
2 ! Under rule 8 (d) of the rules for admission: 
. 14A admission into the into the executive branch of the Provincial Civil 
| Service, published in the Calcutta Gasetie of the 
28th December last, all persons domiciled in a particular Division shall be 
eligible for nomination as mie me 2 2 from that Division. Under this 
rule, therefore, many Ben will have equal claims with Biharis in Bibar 
districts. Many people believe that the native Biharis are alarmed at this 
idea of the Bengalis claiming a share of Government appointments which 
they thought had been reserved for themselves. This has given rise to some 
difference of feeling between the two communities. 1 b 
56. The same paper has the following :— : 
13 Mr. Carey, the present Magistrate of Hooghly, 
tts Pe Kean. — long been the subject of newspaper criticism, 
both favourable and unfavourable. Of course, 
considering the immense responsibilities and wide powers of the magisterial 
office, it is not to be expected that a Magistrate will always and everywhere 
earn praise and approbation, and that none of his acts will find detractors in 
the Press. Hitherto, we had read in the papers paragraphs to the discredit of 
Mr. Carey, whether right or wrong. Now, however, reports reach us which 
all redound to his credit. In connection with Mr. Savage’s scheme of chauki- 
dari reform, an inquiry is now being conducted into the condition of the 
village panchayets and the chaukidari tax in u And Mr. Carey is 
displaying great zeal in this connection. He is mixing freely with all classes 
of the village population, and getting to know of their joys and sorrows at 
first- hand. We understand that recently he arranged for a large assemblage 
of villagers at Sugandhya, Harit and Sultangacha villages. Regarding one of 
these gatherings, a correspondent writes from Harit. A huge meeting of the 
villagers was held in the south of Harit village on the 18th January last. 
People from about twenty different villages attended. The Magistrate made 
excellent arrangements for the convenience of the gathering. There were 
plenty of mats, durries, benches, chairs, and in fact all sorts of seating accom- 
modation provided. Nor were arrangements for the supply of pan (betel- 
leaves) 1 tobacco, and light refreshments wanting. Indeed, the Magistrate 


even took care to provide those assembled with shelter from the effects of the 


sun's rays After the gathering had all been duly seated, the Magistrate took a 
chair in a prominent position, and addressed them in Bengali, without the 
admixture of a single English word, explaining the objects of the meeting. 
The humblest cultivator had on that day an opportunity of a personal 
audience with the Magistrate. And the Magistrate . to what each had 
to say with a smiling face. He looked, in fact, the very incarnation of patience, 
The object of Government in undertaking the present reform is as noble 
2 the benevolence with which Mr. Carey is inaugurating it into his 
istrict. | 
57. The Dacca G Big ne apg of r 6th February publishes the 
a 3 ollowing in English:— | 1 
i vee ete e We ive a 5 insertion to the follow- 
ing lines received from an esteemed oorrespondent:— 


Sn, — Ton know that the district of Mymensingh is going to be divided into two on 
the plea of the district being 4 eee for one Collector. The people at first 
did not object, as they had reason for it. The people of Tangail, who are the most sufferer 
for the district head-quarters being nearly hun miles off, hoped, by the partition of 
Mymensingh the authorities meant the location of the head-quarters of the proposed district 
at Tangail, so as to amend the wrongs so long done to the people. At the very time when 
the question of the partition was first broached, the People’ s Association at Tangail 
memorialized the Government for the location of the. head-quarters of the N distriot 
at Tangail. During the last rains, the Collector of the district, Mr. W. B. Thomson, was 
on tour, r to select the site of the head-quarters. At last he came to Tangail, 
and the members of the said Association, formed into a deputation, waited upon him, and 
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vince him of the that will result from the location. of the héad- 
1 2 rr = town that 
a 2 1* ymensingh, 4 is linked by 7 L N tt the. be N we 
_ i8 | a J. 6 
get Er, Tenge has totally ovérlooked the clam of a large tract. of land, RES Abt 
es south, inhabited by the cream of cee gali society. What good will the 
quarters at Jamalpur do to the people of Tang l, God only knows. To show you, Sir, 
and through your per, to the R of East Bengal and the good 88 of the 
Dacea Division, I. "Inglis, 0:8:5 3 beg to 8 statistics of compatison between Tat 
and Jamalpur, aa I these figures will convince you how gross an unjustice is going 
to be done to the Tangail people. I am sure you will wield your eer pen for the cause 


of the people. 


; anp Popvuiation. 


˖ ä Number of „ Topulation 
Area in square miles. villages. Population. * gs 
Tangail, 1,061 bei 2,031 970,239 914 
Jamalpur, i 289 sed 1 749 673,598 §22 
Thana Tangail sue 467,730 moe.” 
8 amalpur ees 4. 282,477 va 
EDUCATION. 


| Education imparted in middle and primary schools is not accounted for here.] 


Tan, ail. 
Annual 
Number of institutions. ou — 4 — 4 ya omy hr 
Rs. Rs. A. 
One 2nd grade College 125 6,000 
Six H.C. E. Schools .. 1,692 29,335 19 4 
One Sanskrit College 35 400 
Jamaipur. 
| Rs. Rs. a. 
Two H. C. E. Schools ue 506 7,925 15 10 
Number Number of 
Pon persons know- 
literates. ing English. 
Tangail ... oes . 46,258 3,479 
Jamalpur .. 2 „ 1,018 


4 r creation of post and telegraph offices is a test of the spread of education, we 
en find —- a 


aa mo of 1 of 

. Ofices.  Offiven 
Tangail i eee eee eee 54 12 
Jamalpur oa iw _ 21 2 


“Soot STATUS OF THE PEOPLE. 


Number of Bhadralog population. — Brahmins, Vaidyas, Moghuls, Pathans and Syeds — 


Tangail ye 67,636 | Jamalpur_ .. 21,240 
Wealth (trading classes, Shahas, Subornabaniks, &o.) :— | 
Tangail 66 — 33339 


78.— hy - Ronse who are 


ee e De Johlas and smiths, &o.— 
Tangail 33,744 | Jamalpur 177,524 


| Postat Saves Banks. 
Tangail „„ 28 Jamalpur N 
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The detractors.of Tangail urge that ig malarious. B 
all the places in ef el ee However, 
the Sanitary Commissioner for Bengal say about it :-— 


a Ratio of . 
Municipal towns. 1 Fe 
er „ N fever. | 5 
Tangail ‘a ies ee 15°39 
Jamalpur ... — fe eee 15°68 
Besides malaria, Jamalpur is occasionally visited by epidemio diseases like cholera 
d pox : het 3 
5 . let me conelude by appending 9 * statement of the birth- rate of some of 
the important towns of Bengal which will prove to the general health of Tangail in 
comparison with others: . 
Towns. Population. 
1 2 3 4 5 4 
| 
Darjeeling 1 550 16,924 19°97 485 acs 
Ghatal ik 105 14,522 37°72 1:03 rr 
Malda ion nals 3,943 85°53 | 9°62 895 
Khulna „ — 10,426 | 28°10 6°14 5 
Deoghar ee ies 8,838 32°47 7°13 | 55 
Faridpur mo ua 11,649 35°96 22-14 see 
Natore * f 18,424 28°16 | 3°52 | saa 
Barisal 4 oe 18,978 20˙39 659 ‘od 
Netrokona . 455 3 11.402 18°18 1°49 ca 
Chandpur 200 pes 9,362 10°14 3°42 bes 
Dacca sii sie 90,542 30°60 sie 13 
Mymensingh „T 14,663 8°52 | ose. 1:22 
ogra 7,092 24°38 ] ose 14 
Tangail - 16,666 | 18°12 3 2˙82 


Now, Sir, the figures will fairly convince you how far is 1 unhealthy and 
1 ann | are the detractors of Tangail led to oppose the location of the head-quarters 
at Tangai 


58. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh | of the 7th February writes :— 


in dur town for the new district Ipsiarpur, etc., would have proved the most conve- 
pee ae nient e for the 5 We have in 
1 issues of our paper urged the claims of this site. But range 1 say, 
r. Thomson has not yet considered this site even worth a visit. is is the 
first time that we see Mr. Thomson neglecting the public convenience. 
The entire Tangail public have a N 
sadar station at Jamalpur. But, curiously, the authorities declare that the 
choice of Jamalpur meets with no opposition from anybody. When the 
authorities are bent on doing a thing, this is the way they deal with public 
opposition. | . 
We repeat our request to Mr. Thomson to give up his idea of 1 
Jamalpur as the Sadar town. Let him inspect the site of the Jhopna an 
Mutsuddi villages, upon the claims of which we have repeatedly insisted. _ 
The Tangail public cannot afford any longer to remain quiet. It behoves 
them now to get up a strong and united protest against the proposed location of 
the sadar town at Jamalpur. __ se | | Fades 
59. A correspondent writing to the Daily Hitavadi [ Calcutta] of the 7th 
2 February complains that in the majority of 
ae 55 factories included under the Factories Act, the 
provisions of that Act are honoured more in the breach than in the observance. 
For instance, the hours of work are limited by that law to a maximum of 
nine hours, but in practice the factories start working at 4 A. u. and close at 


The site of the villages of Jhopna, Mutsuddi, 


against the location of the new 


CHARU MIHIB, 
Feb. 7th, 1905. 


Daur Hrravapni, 
Feb. 7th, 1905. 


9 r. u. ‘I'‘hese hours include three or three hours and-a-half for refreshment for 


the factory hands. In effect a man works one and-a-half times the legal day, 
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but gets es for one legal day only. Attention is also drawn to the 
condition of the weavers at jute mills who are paid not by the day but 
the quantity of work they turn out. Most of them are tempted by the hope of 
extra profits into taking more work on their shoulders than they can do 
consistently with their health. The effect is that most of them are invalided 
at an early age. In few mills will any weaver be found who is past middle age. 
The competition between the different mills is daily getting keener, and this is 
telling more and more on the health of the mill- operatives. Formerly the hours 
of work used to be from sunrise to sunset. Nowadays some mills work from 
3 AM. to 9 P.M. and give no rest even on Sundays. The medical officers which 
these factories are compelled by law to keep for the benefit of their coolies are 
a body of overworked men. For besides their strictly professional duties, they 
are expected to act as gomastas and tahsildars of the cooly lines, and sometimes 
also as compounders and time-keepers at the sanitary office. Finally, the 
Divisional overseers are alleged to be in many cases so many beasts in human 
shape. They fine and chastise the work-people on the least provocation. 


60. In view of the surplus of 7 or 8 crores at the Government tre 
which the Financial Member of the Government 
of India is expected to announce on the occasion of 
| ‘the forthcoming presentation of the budget to the 
Supreme Legislative Council, the same paper suggests for the consideration of 
Government the desirability of (1) raising the minimum assessable income from 
its present limit of Rs. 1,000 to Rs. 1,500 a year, (2) reducing still further the 
salt duties, and (3) reducing the rate of the land-tax in those provinces where 
it is now specially high, Attention is also drawn to the desirability of increased 
expenditure from Government funds on (1) technical schools, (2) irrigation, 
and (3) spread of a knowledge of scientific agriculture among the masses. 
61. The Hitavadi [Calcutta | of the 10th February writes as follows: 
rhe ensuing financial statement of the Govern- 
ment of India will show to what extent India has 
been bled for defraying the costs of the Tibet Mission, the Kabul Mission, the 
Persian Mission, etc. Again, real or imaginary, the fear of a Russian invasion 
of India is one against which it is perfectly useless to protest. But in spite of 
that, people expected a large reduction of taxation from the successive 
prosperity budgets shown by the Government of India, But they only 
received small reductious of the income-tax and the salt-tax. It is admitted by 
the authorities that the reduction of the salt-tax has not brought any appreciable 


The expected Government ur- 
plus. 


The ensuing budget. 


— relief to ol gay and that the Government has not suffered from either of 


Hitavanra, 
Feb, 12th, 1906. 


the reductions, Government is going to have a prosperity budget for the next 
year also. It should therefore make arrangements for reducing the salt-tax b 
at least another eight annas per maund and raising the maximum taxable 
income to upwards of Rs. 100 per month. If these reductions are made, 
Government will still have a surplus. This surplus should be devoted to works 
of public utility instead of to such useless works as the Tibet Mission, Persian 
Mission, etc. 3 
62. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 11th February connects the visits of 
Native Princes to Calcutta with Lord Kitchener's . 
Army Reform Scheme and the question of the 
defence of India, and takes the occasion to exhort Government to shake off its 
groundless fear of Russia, especially as it will be years before Russia is able to 
recuperate her strength. Instead of wasting its money on army reorganisation, 
frontier railways and defence works, Government should devote its resources to 
internal reforms like the encouragement of arts and industries, extension of 
irrigation, improvement of rivers, and the like, which will make the people 


happy and prosperous. The heart of a prosperous and contented India will 
be an invulnerable bulwark against foreign invasion. =§ : 


Waste of publie money. | 


63. The Hitavarta 3 yh of res 12th February is glad to learn that 

A ord Kitchener has proposed to vest the native 
Gimmie," m military officers with: 5 — enabling them to 
exercise some discretion and liberty in doing their 


work, which is a measure calculated to st: : th 
British empire in India. eee e ee 


64. The Bangavass .[Calontts 


The proposed publication 
sgricultural magasine. tural 


* a * 


7 
* 
. >? > * “ f it 
1 * : 
. 
* Ag 2 J 7 
4 — 
“Re 5 - 


‘ : 


de to improve the. e niary 00 the raiyats, publications like the 
aera are de tined to be Sra ess. How will it be possible for poor cultivators 


who cannot even buy seeds for their fields, to buy costly, e eee 


instruments, eto., for the improvement of agrioulture? However that may be, 
the „„ 1 published in all the vernaculars of India. 

65. In an article: headed Industrial Education” the Bharat Mitra 

| [Calcutta] of the 11th February has the following: — 


‘Industrial education in ©The national welfare of the present time is the 
— commercial warfare in which one nation is trying to 


the better of the other. The Indians, partly owing to the policy of 
. and party to the absence of practical men among them, are far behind 
the most backward of the European race. Although not inferior in intellect to 
any nation, we are wanting in spirit and ambition at present. When. we shall 
have made up that defect we shall surely prosper in spite of the Government 
opposition. Let the Government ruin our tra 


to bear in mind that the Government will never help us in our forming a 
nation. We must work out our own salvation, The Americans have made 


improvement by courage and ambition and these two we stand in need of. 


How long are we to sit idle and let others exploit the resources of our country ? 


Have we got no talents? Have we got no capital? Alas, our countrymen can 


find money for presenting dalis to European officials, but they have no money 
for helping the poor Indian students. The Indian students who go to Ja 
or America should make it a point not to use an English steamer for their 
journey, because even the English butler looks down upon them as being their 
own subjects, They should go by the French or German steamers. 5 
66. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 13th February learns from 
e r n the Indian tty gos that * Harvey, who has 
alan Tadastrial Dorevtment, been appointed as Secretary of new Department 
nn espe r of Commerce and Industry, does not possess the 
necessary qualifications for the post, and explains it by the fact that he is an 
Englishman and itis the duty of this country to maintain an Englishman. 
It is also to be seen how many more Englishmen this new department 
finds employment for. aes 


II- LeIsLATTOR. 


67. The Aryavarta [Ranchi] of the 4th February invokes God's help 
— Aah hearing that the European merchants have mover 
» Conte een en the Government for a legislation to remove the 
obstacles which the labour merchants meet in recruiting coolies. 0 
68. Referring to the late informal Conference at Belvedere between 
3 = Lieutenant-Governor and certain representatives 
N.. „„ I gee f of the Bengal zamindars on the proposed amend- 
[Calcutta] of the 4th February remarks :—_ : | 
We are glad to hear that the Lieutenant-Governor has promised to consult 
the zamindars on the subject of this Bill before it passes into law. 5 

69. Referring to the Indian Universities Validation Bill, the Sri Sri 
3 . Vishnu Priya - o- Ananda Bazar Pairika Calcutta] of 

The Indian Universities Valida- the 8th February remarks : Oe lg 


tion Bi usr} N 
e Ge pt Tue Executive Government in India possess 
powers of legislation by virtue of their majority in the Legislative Council, 
so there is nothing strange if they succeed in making an illegal act legal. But 
what is to be noted is, that there is such a thing as a High Court in the land, 
and would any civilised and educated communit) approve of this policy of 
ignoring the decision of that Court, and thereby of lightening its prestige in the 


public eyes ? „ i Peete yy dec, 
The passing of this Bill will cast an indelible stain for all time on the 
history of the Indian Legislature. “eee RE ee 


| ant ruin es and commerce in one direction, 
we should find other ways to improve our trades in a new direction. We ought | 


een the 


ment of the Bengal Tenancy Act, the Bangavast 


says that so long as efforts are not 
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5 e Fanfivani Calcutta] of the 9th Feb „referring to the Indian 
3 80 Univertitios Validation Bill remarks:— 

The Indian Universities Validst- Strange Legislation—Legalising an illegal act 
ion Bill. by force of legislation! The arguments which 
Mr. Gokhale adduced against the passing of this Act in the Legislative Council 
are absolutely irrefragable. If the officials have any sense of right and wrong, 
then we make bold to say that this Bill will never be passed into law. If it is, 
then we must understand that a régime.of zubburdustee has been inaugurated 
even within the precincts of the Legislative Council Chamber. 

71. Referring to the Indian Universities Validation Bill, the Basumati 

. [Calcutta] of the 11th February remarks :— , 

_ The Indian Universities Validat- In a case like the present, everybody under- 
3 stands the law to be merely another name for the 
orders of the executive. And nobody is better conscious of this fact than the 
Anglo-Indian ruling class, as may be proved by the following:—An Indian 
gentleman in speaking with a European District Magistrate had occasion once 
to protest against one cf the latter officer’s acts on the ground that it was 
against the law. On this the Magistrate replied with fiery eyes:—‘“ Babu, fancy 
the impudence of stating the lawto me. Who made the law? It was my 
people certainly, and not yours.” : 

We know that India has nothing to do with the laws which are made for 
India. We do not know what is law and what is not law, but what we do know 
is that what our rulers order is the one and sole law for us. 

As regards the present Bill, it has been urged that unless the Bill be passed 
the work of the Universities would be at a temporary standstill. But Govern- 
ment has not been able to prove what great harm would be done by such a 
suspension of work. For no deadlock can possibly arise in connection with 
the work of a University which may threaten the very existence of the State. 
And no matter of lesser importance than of apprehended danger to the State can 
possibly justify any such display of aid hak zubburdustee as we witness on the 
present occasion, It means nothing if the work of the Indian Universities 
remains suspended for a year, or for ten years, or even if they are totally 
abolished. But the bad policy which Lord Curzon is displaying in connection 
with them is doing great mischief to the State: it is aggravating the discontent 
of the subjects with their rulers. Lord Curzon’s action in connection with this 
Bill is unprecedented in the annals of Indian legislation, Such boldness is 
possible only in this country. : 

72. Referring to the controversy over the Universities Validation 
Bill, the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 11th February 
says :— 

f Now that holes have appeared in the garb of 
the new Universities, the authorities have set themselves to mend them in order 
to hide the nakedness of these august institutions. In India there is nothing 
to wonder at in this. Where law can be enacted at the pleasure of the Legisla- 
ture, how can it be said of that Legislature that it is either honouring or 
dishonouring a law ? : | 

73. In commenting upon the University Validation Act, the Bharat Mitra 

The Universities Validation Act, bollowita aoe Lich F ebruary begins with the 

During the Musalman rule in India, a certain Qazi (a judge) had a bullock. 
So had an oilman who was his neighbour. The Qazi frequently challenged 
him to let the two bullocks fight, with the condition that the losing side will 
forfeit its animal. The fight, which came off one day, resulted in the defeat 
of the Qazi’s bullock, which according to the above condition became 
forfeited to the poor oilman. The Qazi instead of making it over to him 
consulted his authority, a red book, and found the oilman guilty of feeding his 
animal fat on oilcakes and sentenced him to forfeit his animal with a fine 
of Rs. 25. This story is then compared with what happened in the Supreme 
Legislative Council in which Mr. Gokhale protested against the passing of the 
Validation Bill and * r ee 

Mr and gave good reasons against the passing of the measure. But 
8 ee 3 Ver. Council and the system of pa ssing measures 

| now obtains in Lord Curzon's i ' : 
and passed into an Act on the samo day. ss Ba oh 18 1 


The Universities Validation 
Bill. 
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74. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 14th February has the following:—. . 
2 * Lord Curzon blames the people of this country 
. in the: Legislative 0 imputing motives to Government. Wedo not 
ae: consider it necessary to contradict his Lordship. 
But can his Lordship say that he is himself free from the fault? Did he not, 
in the Council meeting the other day, himself impute bad motives to Mr. 
Gokhale, by asking that gentleman if his protest against the Universities 
Validation Bill proceeded from disinterested motives of benefiting the cause 
of education, and not from the motives of discrediting the Government for 
constituting the new Universities and of strengthening his party in the Senate ? 
We never knew that even an ordinary gentleman, not to speak of a wise and 
highly-placed official like the Viceroy, could impute motives to another gentle- 
man in this fashion, We see that the Viceroy’s Legislative Council has 
degenerated into a boys’ debating club, where nothing but. accusations and 
recriminations are levelled at each other. The Legislative Council never 
presented such a sight under any former Viceroy. 


IV.—Native SrArxs. 
75. Referring to the fact that the Raja of Kota has thought fit to appoint 


a Punjab Civilian, Mr. Buller, to be the Settle- 


5 A , ig rare of a European in ment Officer of his State, the Hitavar ta [ Calcutta | of 


the 12th February asks if no native could be found 
qualified for the post and then remarks as follows:— | 


The wealth of this country is destined to be drained to foreign 


countries and who can prevent its flow that way. It is to be regretted 
that our rative princes should be worshiping the white race instead of 
utilizing the native talent and ability. There arc two reasons for this: () 
the policy of the Government. As ill-luck would have it, the native Chiefs die 
leaving no heir. Government then sets up a minor on the guddi and puts him 
under the supervision of a European Superintendent (shepherd); the latter 
trains him in his own way; thus the minor gets very little opportunity to 
know anything but evil of his country or its people; at the same time his ears are 
filled with tales of the high character of Europeans. How can one expect from 
a prince so trained any love for his country or appreciation of the qualities of 
his people? (2) A man follows the ideal set before hi 


VI.—MiscELLANEous. 


76. The Sota: [Calcutta] of the 10th February has the following para. | 


, | graph :— 
tea eee When our Hindu brethren already possess 33 


crores of gods, the addition of one or two to 
their number cannot matter much either way. Nowadays, hero- Worship is 


coming into fayour with our Hindu brethren in Bengal. We do not know 


what deep mystery and political aim are hidden behind this hero-worship. But 
this at any rate we see clearly, that the men who are now being worshipped as 
deities by the Hindus were in all cases rebels against the constituted Musalman 
government of their times. The worship of Sivaji, the Prince of Mahratté 
marauders; Pratapaditya, the refractory, oppressive and rebel Zamindar- 
Maharaja of Bengal; and Sitaram Ray, the rebel, has already been in favour 
for some time past. Henceforth, Guru Gobinda Singh, one of the leaders of 
the Sikhs, is also to be regularly worshipped. The celebration in honour of 
Raja Sitaram Ray will this time be held at uhammad ur, and that in honour 
of Guru Gobinda Singh will probably soon follow at Calcutta. Who knows that 
we shall not some day come to hear of celebrations in honour of Nana Shahib, 
Tantia Topi, and Kumar Singh too? The „ 
77. The Hitaparia [Calcutta] of the 12th February has the following :-— 


Hero-worship by the Indians. 


It is a good sign that the Indians bave durin 
uae the last few years come to realize the necessity o 
celebrating the anniversaries of their religious. and political heroes. But it is 
to be regretted that anything done by the Indians in the furtherance of their 
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common. object, viz., the of the le, becomes an eyesore to many 
— being the lebration of the Sivaji festival in Calcutta, the semi- 
ernment organ, the Pioneer, recalled to memory the incidents of the Bargi 
depredations to e that the Mabrattas are the staunch enemies of the 
Fitter were too * to be ae Pa celebrated the 
i festival in the following year with even enthusiasm. - | 
. same paper 18 now ined and alarme to see Surendra Nath Banerjee 
taking measures to celebrate the Guru Govind Singh festival. 
78. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 11th February says that the 
dievere cold of this season has been the cause of 
several deaths among the poor houseless people of 
India. Many people were found dead here and there. A poor fellow was 
found in one of the streets of Calcutta wrapped in a mat shivering with cold in 
a * used by cattle, RV ; a 
9. In commen upon the ment o e Times corr ndent, who 
: 5 "ts a retired civilian of Bombay ahi hes been an 
A comparison between the eye-witness of the Russian revolutionary move- 
2 Indian National —— ment, that if India had been under the Russian rule, 
Sir Henry Cotton and his congressmen would have 
been dispersed by use of fire-arms, the same paper makes the following 
remarks: — 5 
Thank God! the correspondent is so far true to the salt he has eaten of 
India that, though suggesting, he is not actually thinking of dispersing Sir Henry 
Cotton and his — by using fire- arms. The Indians do not see what 
is actually taking place in Russia, but they know that India is not quite free 
from administrators who are in favour of using firearms. Some fifteen years 
ago the Deputy Commissioner of Rohtak had ordered his men to fire on men 
who had assembled to see the tazia procession. A man was also hit, but unfor- 
tunately he turned out to be a mounted policewan. Some ten years ago on the 
occasion of the famous Talla riot the European troops had to disperse the 
Musalman mob by firing guns on them. The editor of the Pratoda news- 
paper was transported for life for writing a few words only. The Natu brothers 
were incarcerated without any charge being framed against them. The Indian 
subjects have never shown any misconduct which they really hate, but still 
they have to put up with the remarks of such faithful civilians. 
80. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 12th February is sorry that, in spite 
3 of the condition of the cultivating classes becoming 
— tors. day by day more miserable, the Government not 


The effect of the severe cold. 


only do not see it, but their high officials feel no shame in reporting their 


condition as thoroughly prosperous. What is more strange is that the very 
documents of these officials go to prove the contrary, | 


81. The Sandhya 1 the 12th February has the following: 

ou | arge number of busts, statues and paintings 
: e Memeplel Bells shave been collected for the Victoria Memorial 
Hall ; the collection, however; consisting mostly of the likenesses of Englishmen. 
The Hall will contain rows of English cats who killed native mice. A few 
native mice will, no doubt, find a place there, but they will be more dead than 
alive in such close 3 to the. gaping mouths of the cats. Indeed, the 
collection ought tobe reduced by half by the rejection of the likenesses of 
unknown and obscure Englishmen which have been proposed to be preserved. 
Our e ee heroes and great men whose memories are better worth 
preservin; theirs. But the Memorial Hall is going to be erected for the 
glorification of the or, name, and it is not likely that Englishmen will 
perpetuate the names of Indian worthies. . 


; Umra Papers. 
82. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore } of the Ist February prays to 


A recommendation. _ Government to confer a Munsifship on one o the 


2 three domiciled Bengalis wh ecessful 
from the Ravenshaw College in the last B. L. eee e ery i if t 


(169 ) 


88. The same Paper ‘thanks Mr. Egerton for ‘the prewtntive measures he 


f the rate-payers in that town. 2 
te Te 


correspondent of the mme paper ays that the cold has 
BE almost complet 3 * from. that town 
Tho health-of Purt town. ‘and that its general: health is good, 
85. The Sansad Vahita [Balasore] of the 2nd Febrnary states, chat the 
. vun in that district are in dhe habit of 
Pans killing cows. for the sake of their bones and skins, that ‘recently 


a pan was seized in an attempt to kill a cow, though ultimately he managed to 


elude his captors, ‘and. that the ‘crime ‘has become 50 widely prevalent as to 
engage the immediate attention of the authorities concerned. 
86. The same paper states that the sky is cloudy, that rain is expected, 
The weather. and that the cold is on the increase. ~* 


87. The Puri correspondent of the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] 6f the 4th 
8 Fe reports that the sky was cloudy in the 


that the general health of the Puri town is not bad. 
88. The same paper says that the Girls School at Jagula in Chandbali, 
; district Balasore, is making good progress and 
B. Lene dt. School inthe therefore deserves public sympathy. The writer 
suggests that the educational authorities should try 
to bring the school under the operation of t-in-aid rules. 
89. Referring to the action of the M High Court in connection with 
wae cue dowment the Tiruputi religious endowment in the North 
d in Madr Oo ment Arcot district in the Madras Presidency, the same 
paper points out that the authorities in other 
Presidencies should take note of the fact and introduce similar reforms into 
the constitution of such local Hindu religious endowments as stand in need of 
reform on account of mismanagement on the part of Mahantas or trustees 
in charge. The Samvad Vahiha [Balasore] of the 2nd February also holds a 
similar opinion, : 
90. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 4th February draws the attention of 
Wanted 133 8 the Cuttack District Board to the petition, submit- 
aa ted by the residents of Deopur in the jurisdiction of 
the Biribati Post Office in that district, praying for 
a road from N to Biribati, and observes that as the petitioners pay road - 
cess regularly, the District Board should consider their wants and attend to 
them without delay. he ä 
91. Referring to the ee of feeding Brahmins on occasions of the 
The ico of feeding Observanoe of domestic ceremonies in Hindu house- 
1 a in holds, the same paper observes that the practice, 
once sacred and useful, has degenerated in the 
course of time and has become so crying an evil as to call forimmediate reform. 
The majority of the Brahmins who join these ceremonies have lost all self- 
respect and misbehave in many cases. The writer suggests that the money 
spent in feeding Brahmins should, in most cases, be utilised in sinking wells, 
excavating tanks and founding charitable institutions all over the country. 
92. Referring to the order of Government on the petition of Munshi 
W 1 8 Ali, 5 late 8 of the Judge’s 
n * ; urt, Cuttack, who resigned his post on account 
Court, ne Cuttack Judge's ef injustios done to him by the then District Judg 
of Cuttack, praying for a suitable post under the 
Bengal Government, the same paper compares the status of ministerial officers 
serving under the Collectors and Commissioners with that of such officers 
serving under the District Judges, and arrives at the conclusion that whereas 


and Government in cases of injustice, the latter officets have no such privilege 
under the Civil Courts Act. This is, no doubt, unfair, because the District 
Judges are as fallible as the District Collectors and Divisional Commissioners 
and cases of injustice are likely to occur in both branches of the administration. 
The writer says that Munshi Muhammad Ali is going up to the India 


last week, that mango blossoms have appeared, and 
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Government, and therefore hopes that when the matter will come up before the 
Viceroy, His Excellency will take advantage of the opport to place the 
ministerial officers serving in the Civil Courts on an equal footing with those 
serving in the Revenue Courts. i | : 

93. The same paper thanks the Lieutenant-Governor for the sympathetic 


3 framed in 3 with the Divisional Com- 
missioners at Darjeeling, and observes that those rules will no doubt work well, 
for they seek the contentment and welfare of the people for whom they 
are meant. | : 


NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, 
5 Bengali Translator. 
Benoati TeansLaTor’s Orricx, 55 
The 18th February 1905. 


* + 
Sa 
5 N 7 % 


COON FIDENTIAL,) 


REPORT (Part II) 


ON 


NATIVE-OWNED ENGLISH NEWSPAPERS IN BENGAL 


FOR THE | | 


| Week ending Saturday, 18th February 1905. 


* * 


CONTENTS. 
Paes. | Paex. 
1 —Forsien Poxitros. (9)—-Ratlwaye and Communications, en Canale 1/4 
: and Irrigation 1] 
Nil. 3 Nil. 3 re 
IL—Homs ADMINISTRATION. 
(h)—General— 
(a) Polio b 3 . 
eg tng Terror in the Commissioner's office, — 
allegations against a police officer „„ 2 a — 66 
The Tanjore een sensation 3 ib. The 9 Inoome.tax . eve ‘ b 
* = = — 22 ov : ib. Muhammadans shown preference in the United : 
. Provinces 22. ese vee eee ib. > 
- Working of the Courte— II. Lennon. 4! 
The Colaba case „„ % . Ue 
Ditto ib. 5 
| . He . the Viceroy and the ‘Universities 
’ atin eve oe ee FF 
60 —Vaile— His onset the the Lieutenant-Governor and the 
Nil. Validating Act * 5 * 80 
f The Viceroy on the Validating Bill ib. 
1 1 law officers and the Validating 
0 oe de ‘és „ 
(a) I ducation 
Lord Curgzon’s Convocation speech wee 63 1V.—Narivz Srarzs. 
Ditto di tto @es eee 64 
Ditto ditto ii % Nil. 
Ditto diito eee see ib. 
Ditto ditto 1 8. | 5 
—— pores pia 55 = V.—Prosrzots or rn Onore ann Conpirion or : 
Ditto ditto | eee ete ib. a THE Pxzorue. 3 | : | 4 
Small-pox in Bylhet : 2 eve eee 68 
49 Self-Government and Municipal Administra- VI.-MisonLLANIOUS. 
2 The Ben motor trials eee eee : eee 68 
Nil. 5 2 gal of the hve! sie „ 
: ecen ese neo } 0 | 
(7 )—Questions affecting the Land wes Ditto 55 di = 10s 25 65 
f ans should emigrate 120 „ OM 
Nil. The next 22 ol State for India a | 
| ‘The Bengalis and the Japs contrasted 3 


i 
* 


eget 
5 


n 


ö 
2 
: 
. 


— 
. eee ee 8 - : ‘ ; 
— * - 2 . Yh on Vila tet 4 
8 Ne * —5 eng. pa n D rr rere 
— 
e 


( 63 } 
Il.—Home ApmisrRation, 
a „ (- Polis. . 
192. The Amrita Basar Patrika’s Ranchi correspondent writes that some 
very serious allegations were made against a police 
officer by the accused in a theft case. The latter 
pr d that they were ectly innocent and 
were sent up by the Head-Constable at the instigation of a man whose daughter 


was in his Reoping, The latter part of this statement was supported by the 
Sub-Registrar and the Sub-Inspec acquitted. 


Serious allegations sgainst a 
police officer. 


the tor of Schools and the accused were 
The husband of this girl next brought a charge against the Head-Constable for 


having enticed away his wife, but the case has been dismissed for want of : 


evidence. The Joint Magistrate, however, has asked the District Superinten- 
dent of Police to enquire into the conduct of his subordinate. The writer 
points out that these are very serious allegations and merit a sifting inquiry. 

193. The Amrita Basar Patrika gives the following particulars in reg 

do the Tanjore police-station sensation. On the 
Police-station morning of the 21st January last, the body of a man 
‘was found hanging from the cell of the police-station. 
The police represented that the man had been found drunk on the public street 
and was taken to the thana lock-up. An inquest was held by some local people, 
who came to the conclusion that the deceased had met with his death by excessive 
drinking. In the meantime the wife of the deceased, in a petition to the Magis- 
trate, stated that her husband was not addicted to drink and that she suspected 
that the police, who owed the man a grudge, had beaten him to death. The 
Civil Surgeon then took up the enquiry and pronounced the opinion that the 
man could not have met with bis death by intoxication, but by hanging and 
violence, The District Magistrate has since taken up the enquiry himself. 

194. In noticing Mr. Simpson’s transfer from Backergunge to Rangpur, 
the Barisal correspoudent of the Amrita Bazar 
Patrika writes that as District Superintendent of 
Police, Mr. Simpson during his short administra- 
tion, dismissed half-a-dozen Sub-Inspectors, degraded about a dozen, and 
otherwise punished many more. By his harsh treatment he has left the district 
police in no better condition than at the time he joined it. Though well-inten- 
tioned he was carried away by his zeal. | 


The Tanjore 
sensation. 


Mr. T. C. Simpson, District 
Superintendent of Police. 


(5) — Working of the Courts. 


195. It is claimed for British justice, writes the Amrita Bazar Patrika, 


ä that Europeans and Indians are the same in the 

e eye of the law; but the Colaba case falsifies this 
claim entirely. The accused, Van der Linden, was convicted of murder and 
sentenced to transportation for life, but the next day the sentence was com- 
muted to one of penal servitude for life under section 56, Indian Penal Code, 
after the attention of the learned Judge was drawn to that section. It is 
needless to say that for a similar offence, the most lenient punishment an 
Indian would hive received would have been transportation for life, whereas a 
European is sentenced to penal servitude only! Again, it should be noted in this 
case that because a European murdered another European he was sentenced to a 
heavy term of imprisonment, but when a European wantonly murders a ‘ native,’ 
his punishment never exceeds an imprisonment of three or four years. These 
are invidious distinctions and not at all compatible with true justice. 


is (d)—Lducation. 


196. The People commends Lord Curzon for his sound advice to Indian 
5 i _. youths to cultivate habits of truthfulness, but it 
specch, Carzone Convocation diflers from His Excellency when he says that the 
“ highest ideal of truth is to a large extent a 
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estern conception. Fancy the countrymen of Yudisthira, Vishma, and 
1 Chandra — told to go beyond the seas for the highest ideals of truth! 
197. The Amrita Basar Patrika reproduces, without offering any comments 
of its own some extracts on truthfulness from Lord 
Lord Curzon's Convoostion speech. Gurzon h at the Convocation, together: with 
His Excellency’s dialogue with the President of, the Korean Foreign Office, 
as related by His Excellency himself in his Problems of the Far East.” 
The latter passage contains Lord Curzon’s statement to the Korean official ‘that 
he was 40 years of age when he was really only 33,and His Excellency’s 
suggestion which quite — cols * the Korean President that, being an 
unmarried man, it was possible for him to be related to Queen Victoria. 
198, Dismissing Mr, Pedler’s speech in Convocation with the remark that 
5 it was Japan all over, what little Mr. Pedler 
or had gathered for the purposes of his address must 
have been obtained at second-hand from very remote sources,” the Indian 
Nation passes on to the speech of His Excellency the Chancellor. However 
well-meant, the speech was intolerable. His Excellency was violent without 
provocation. His advice with its allusions and illustrations was offensive, 
unkind, and altogether too bad. By all means run down the worthless, self- 
seeking, noisy agitator, but pray do not libel a nation. Lord Curzon was so led 
away by anger that it is doubtful whether his speech should be taken as an 
expression of his settled conviction. His remarks in regard to the esteem in 
which truthfulness is held in this country are cruelly unjust. His knowledge of 
Indian life and |literature is small, and before he again delivers himself on the 
subject he should at least glance at Max Müller's India: What can it teach us? 
His speech is a self-contradiction from beginning to end. It warns us against 
abuse by abasing us; teaches us to respect opponents by pouring contempt on 
critics of Government; enforces the necessity of calm judgment, careful 
reasoning, and broad sympath by a virulent invective. It lacerates wounds 
which it should have bale t inculcates the virtue of silence by a long, 
effervescent speech, and love of truth by a cynical disregard of facts.” 


199. The Bengalee writes that under the plea of an exhortation to the 
; students of the University to imitate the Western 
end Carzone: Convocation ideals of truthfulness, Lord Curzon want only at- 
27 tacked the Indian Press and the Indian leaders 
of thought, = forgetting that it was singularly unwise and impolitic fora 
Viceroy of India, whose high function it is to conciliate the people and 
deepen their attachment to the Throne, to indulge in such distasteful reflec. 
tions. His Excellency’s advice to those who were about to enter on the 
road of life was no doubt sound, but coming as it does from a man like Lord 
Cuzron it is palpably a case of the physician ; yearning to heal the world 
* — quite indifferent to the cure of the self-same malady in 
mself. 


200. The same journal finds that it is impossible for Lord Curzon 
ik: to open his lips on a public occasion without 
. irritating, alienating, and exasperating the educated 
section of the Indian community. In his Convocation address he made the 
calumnious insinuation that Indians are not far removed from a nation of 
finished liars,” In defence, the journal points out that before the intro- 
duction of British Courts of justice, collossal transactions were effected on 
mere verbal undertakings and assurances and it is well known that lying was 
unknown among the Sonthals when they first came into contact with Europeans. 
The charges of ‘‘ Oriental deceit” and ‘diplomacy sink into inaignifostice 
peor a —— of ee model of Baron Munchausen, and r 
such English ministers as Lord erston, Lord Salis Lor. nsfiel 
Sir Robert Peel, and Mr. Parnell. — a 
The question of imputing unworthy motives to one's political opponents 
18 open to misconstruction, but the Bengales considers that the imputation of 
motives when warranted by circumstances is a necessary part of the artillery 


a 


of political controversy. 


( 65) ) 
201. The Amrita Bazar Patrika. reverts to the ‘Viceroy’s remarks in his 


1 OConvocation speech with regard to the esteem in 
Lord Currons Oonvocation which. truthfulness is held in this country and 


— explains that Europeans have very little opportunity 
of mixing with higher classes fof Indians and form their notions of the Indian 


haracter from their khansamas and babourchees, who are ,recruited from th 
lowest classes. The missionary, . too, is responsible for circulating from self- 
interested motives, reports of the low morality of Indians = 
As a matter of fact. it is the Western nations who have cultivated the 
art of lying with scientific. precision, whose chief occupation it has been to try 
to deceive and beggar each other by diplomacy and war. In degraded India, 
in spite of moral decadence on all sides, Indians have not fallen so low as to 
require the services of a Westerner, whose civilisation is still in its infancy, to 
teach them what constitutes the highest forms of truth and honour. i 
202. Reverting to the subject. of the Chancellor's speech, the Bengalee 
| 5 urges a public protest being made in the name of the 
a re community against the aspersions cast on the ae oe 

and the slur throw on their venerated, ancient epics. The speech has exci 
a sense of deep and widespread nar LORE Ts regret, and even indignation, 
and the plea that it has been misunderstood, if accepted, shows such an utter 
want of discretion and judgment, that serious doubts are raised as to Lord 
Curzon’s fitness for his high office. The people have lost all confidence in the 
Viceroy, and the British public and His Majesty the King should be disillu- 
sioned about the so-called success and pores of Lord Curzon’s administra- 
tion. In urging this step the journal recalls the case of Sir Mordant Wells 
who about 50 years ago, while a Judge of the High Court, was rebuked by the 

then Secretary of State for making aspersions on the nation’s character. 

203. The Patrika harks back to the Viceroy’s ‘vilification of the 
| ae | ple of India“ and bemoans the absence of spirit 
— in the people who are. not easily led to 
resent an offence that comes from their rulers.” It remembers that on 
a similar occasion, when driven to desperation by Sir Mordant Wells, 


Chief Justice of Bengal, who often indulged in disagreeable pleasantries © 


against the Indians, the whole town of Calcutta met at the Nat Mandir of 
Sir Radha Kant Deb, and passed a vote of censure on His Lordshi 
Sir Mordant Wells affected to treat the demonstration with contempt. “All the 
same he had to leave the service shortly after under disgrace.” ) 


(h)— General. 


204. The Behar Herald writes that Maulvi Wajid Husain, Personal 
Assistant to the Commissioner of Patna, has in- 


Reign of terror in the Commis- 
sioner's office, Patna. 


: and unsympathic treatment of the clerks under 
him, He has passed an order compelling them to attend work on holidays and 
his conduct generally has been so oppressive that the clerks are in a state of 
despair. Recently one of the clerks submitted his day's work for the Personal 
Assistant’s inspection. As the latter commented unfavourably upon it, the 
clerk explained that he could not turn out more work as he was performing 
the duties of two men. This so incensed his superior that -he shouted out 
Toi hat, iske gardana de ke nikal do.” (Is there anyone here, drive this fellow 
out b pis neck.) Me oi oe open Ofer ee Phe’ 
The journal hopes that the Maulvi’s conduct will be enquired into and 
that he will be 8 censured if the allegations against him are true. 
205. The Benga e pe . memorial 8 addressed to His 
te 85 — onour the Lieutenant-Governor regarding the 
The Caleutte Ines. ta Office. dismissal. of petitions addressed ‘the llec- 
tor of Income-tax, and trusts. that an inquiry by an independent authority 
will be, instituted. The officers concerned should be allowed every opportunity 
of defending themselves, but they should, on no account, be allowed to con- 
stitute themselves as judges of their own offences, as is the practice in depart- 
mental N ee ee 


* < 


augurated a reign of terror in his office by his rude © 
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16th Feb. 1905. 


Reis Au D RaITAr, 
lith Feb. 1905. 


In Dilax NaTION, 
12th Feb. 1905. 


Aura Bazar 
Param, 


18th Feb. 1905. 


The Bengale hears. that in connection. with the petition. 
addressed to His Honour, an assessor has taken it upon himsel * 
signatures. This is an exceédingly objectionable procedure and shi 
stopped : 


The Calcutta Income-tax Office. 


as neglected his public duti 
8 bad to attend the Court of the Sub-. 
his Court between 7 and 8 in the morning, when he use 
work by summarily rejecting all 
thus clearing 


( 66 ) 
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to hurry 


that 
f to veri 


has been 
’ the 
d be 
206. The Hindoo Patriot writes that the public have been put to the 
greatest annoyance and inconvenience owin 
way in which Mr. Girard, the Collector of 
es. It a e that in Jan 
u 


f to the 
last the 
the 
hly, and therefore held 
his 
petitions that were laid before — fm 
his file and establishing some show of a claim to draw his 
from Government, he would hurry up to Hooghly to watch his case. 
journal characterises this conduct as most reprehensible, more particularly when 
there was no Deputy Collector who could hear the 
there is nothing to divert the attention of the Collector from his legitimate 
duties, his proceedings are as whimsical as ever, and a petition has accordingly 
been addressed to the Lieutenant-Governor pointing out these grievances. 


The 


„Even now when 


207. The Amrita Bazar Patrika draws attention to the manner in which 


Muhammadans shown preference 
in the United Provinces. 


of the Muhammadan commun 
of Muhammadans. . 


208. Reis and Rayyet writes that the method adopted by the G 
The Validating Pill. 


the instance of the very persons who were guilty of the illegalities, makes the 


III.—LdISLATIOx. 


the Lieutenant-Governor of the United Provinces is 
filling appointments in the rank of Sub-Deputy 
Collectors. Outoffour appointments he gives 
to Muhammadans and one to a Hindu. Thus preference is given to members 


ity and the United Provinces is becoming full 


three 


overnment 
of India to validate the illegal action of the Vice- 
Chancellors in regard to the formation of the 
Provisional Syndicates, is one that would not be tolerated in any constitutionally 
governed country. A premium has thus been put on arbitrariness and careless. 
ness, and now that the principle of validation has been admitted, what is there 
to prevent the Government from passing an Act of indemnity, after ev 


ery excess 
on the part of the Executive? 


he Validating Act introduced and passed at 


commission of further illegalities comparatively easy, whereas in a country 


irregularities difficult. 

Referring to the amimated debate at the passing of this Bill, the journal 
characterises Lord Curzon’s utterances as vindictive, personal, illogical, and 
undignified, and quite unworthy of a master of debate. The language resorted 
to by His Excellency was not the language of peers, but that of unscrupulous, 


pettifogging lawyers. 
209. 


pendin 
of the 


impression regarding the practical irresponsibility of the Executive 


ment. Besides, if fresh legislation is resorted to wherever the inte 


governed as India is the tendency of legislation ought to be to render 


The Indian Mirror entirely agrees with the Hon’ble Mr. Gokhale 


mis that the effect of the validating measure will be 
hE } nothing more or less than that of interfering with a 
suit, destroying the protection of the High Court, lowering the dignity 
gisluture, and creating, throughout the country, a most deplorable 


On the whole, 


overn- 
es rpretation of 
any provision of a law is doubtful, there would be no finality as 

measure that is | 


any 


therefore, says the journal, the public 


is led to the conclusion that the Bill has been Large without sufficient reason. 


i bas been passed, a most convenient and 
ni method has been established of white 
2 ever ccasion, the arbitrary 
of subordinate officials, Altho R N 


210. The Am, ita 


rostitute the Legislature in 
efinitely laid down and it ma 
detriment of all constitution 


be twofold : first, to validate ille government. Ihe object of the Bill appears to 


Basar Patrika writes 


find frequent application in 


the 


t now that the Validating Act 
3 


i on 


ugh it is probable that the Government will not 
this way, nevertheless the — has been 


uture, to the 


gal and irregular acts whenever committed, and 


* 5 


Thus, under the existing legislation, there is nothing to prevent the 


Permanent Settlement or any other Act from being repealed ! 


911. The Indian Nation is not surprised that the Universities Validating 

ZBill has been passed in spite of Mr. Gokhale’s 

His Esoollency the et _ heroic opposition. A Government which was not 

n prepared to face the judgment of one of its own 

High Courts and which apparently feared that its prestige would suffer 

from a decision by His Majesty’s Judges, could not be expected to yield to the 
opposition of a native non-official minority, : 

The Viceroy was vehement to a degree scarcely justified by the provoca- 
tion, His 1 exhibited an absence of that serenity of temper and sobriety 
of tone which the public had a right to expect. It imputes a motive to obstruct 
business and discredit the Universites Act and it advances arguments not all 
of which are consistent with each other. Taking the broad facts of the 
situation, the Bill was professedly a validating measure. Nothing which is 
valid already, requires to be validated by law. The introduction of the Bill 
therefore implied that there was something invalid which had to be rendered 
valid. Is not that an admission of illegality? The Law Member repeatedly 
observed that the Bill had been introduced to remove a legal doubt or difficulty. 
Now, the best authority, the only legal authority for ovens eer doubts is the 
Courts, not the Legislature. The aid of a High Court had in this case been 
invoked to interpret the law and settle all doubts. Instead of the Chancellors 
issuing fresh notifications at once or waiting for the High Oourt to deliver its 
judgment the Bill was introduced and passed. Does the Act as passed remove 
the doubts? No. The disputed clause remains as unsettled as before. The Act 
in effect declares that though the action of the Chancellors may not have been 
legal upon a proper construction of the Universities Act, it must be held to have 
been legal. Sic volo, sie jubeo. | 

212. The Indian Nation aera with the Lieutenant-Governor in 

<tc. ca 55 esire gore * — of a, — 
n niversity had not displayed any spirit of obstruc- 
„„ C — it is ‘afraid Sir Andrew Fraser 
| erred somewhat in his interpretation of certain facts, as, for example, his 
reference to the withdrawal of Father Lafont and Mr. Sinha’s motions as 
constituting a vindication of the Validating Bill. They no more constitute 
its vindication than does the adjournment sine die of the Bombay case. Other 
passages in His Honour’s speech are found difficult to understand and the 
Nation concludes with the following remark :—‘‘ We wonder that officials so high 
as the Viceroy and the Lieuteuant-Governor, who have to preside in Legi 
tive Councils, attach so little importance to the legal way of doing things 
and regard insistence on legality’ as a disingenuous device to defeat the 
ends of justice.” : | 

213. Commenting on the passing of the Validati 

: congratulates Mr. Gokhale on the pluck and resource- 
1 Viceroy on the Validating fulness dis layed in the gallant resistance he 
offered, and strongly condemns the conduct of the 
Viceroy in making sneering references and speaking tauntingly or N 
of a member, since this latter is denied the right of reply or retort. Additional 
members do not attend the Council to be rebuked and they have a right to 
expect the same court that they themselves invariably show. Lord 
Curzon’s speech contained nothin g more than banter and sarcasm, and it 
would be of interest to know what is the dangerous and destructive element 
in the present Senates of the Universities, of which he is so apprehensive. 

214, The Amrita Basar Patrika, referring to the debate on the Valida- 

3 1 AEDS e vg a that 7 ae sched “vs leat 
* 3 * whether the Government had consulted its legal 
2 W advisers on the legality or otherwise of the noti- 
fication which had been issued by the diffierent Chancellors, Sir Denzil Ibbetson 
replied that, having no occasion to do so, it had not consulted them, But 
the Viceroy in replying to the criticiams of Mr, Gokhale said that Mr. Gokhale’s 


opinions did not coincide with those of His Exeellency’s legal advisers, which 
implied that he did consult Government lawyers. How then came the Home 


ember to say that no Government law officers were consulted on the subject ? 


Bill, the Bengales 


Inpiuax Nation, 
18th Feb. 1905. 


Baal, 
15th Feb, 1906. 


Amanita Basa 
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Isch Feb. 1906. 


: ° r . 
* 4 : * 
—— ———— — OE — — Ss ; ‘ -_ lea 
8 ee 3 2 : one * . < — : opty we Mata © . unn 
* , 7 me — . ‘ " ere N 
* See 3 —— . 


* 
— 2 — — — — i ng 


2 ————˖—˖V e Beery 
pe ras eae Se tae 7 7 j 
7J77TCVVTGVC!0 I: NS Sy OP 4 75 N 


r n 
S 


JJ K , ad : < Sexe 3 N ; 
SRE Ee SES SOR TROD NR Ten eR Sebi SS Some TFT Se hg gee GWG 1 S 1 
75 S XK N — Ai as) Fe ae RS 1 * < Prey ee Pare : me F : oe 
7 : . x . — . 9 — hos ; 
8 fe ee: SER or a x EE Sa SN Or Settle 8 Steere g 2 — 
8 ‘4 SOLE ga te CE l 2 a 


7 ny cent pony Ae 
A) oo ee 
— Po Los 7 


rr 


75 55 0 = kx ; a Pa 
1 > Se Bt 
N a : 4 
* c 
. 7 * ae) zm * arr. — eS ee 
1 r aha T 4 2 SK 1 n N ‘ 
os as Li ee 8 om Pe 2 PN AE 2 8 3 5 
oe S . re een 
1 r S 888 AA * 
r A ** i Anse, 2 2 * * 2 . . aod» * 
1 DA ties . eS 8 cates . . 
— 4 nS Prats et ee eae ee 2 8 me! He DSS MOS „ — 


12th Feb. 19065. 


Aura Basak 
PaTrika, 
llth Feb. 19065. 


that the closing up of so important a road for a 


Amnita BasaB 
PaTRIKA, 
IIth Jan. 1906. 


Inboo Parator, 
13th Feb, 1905. 


Here there were two distinct 


himself to 


( 68 ) 
V. —Pnosrrors or THE Crops AND Conprmon oF THE Prorte. ibe 
215. As small-pox has been raging in Sylhet for some time. past and 
is likely to take a very, serious, turn during the 
Small- por in Sylhet. coming summer, Fast suggests that the authorities 
should take such prompt steps as will arrest the progress of the disease, The 
vaccination staff should be greatly strengthened and small-pox wards opened 
at once. | 7 — 


VI,—Misce.tanovs. 


216. Referring to the notices issued by the District. Magistrates of 
Hooghly. and Burdwan closing: the Grand Trunk 

Tho Benge} motor toils. Road to all traffic on the 9th and 10th February; 
the days on which the Bengal motor trials were held, the Amrita Basar Patrika 
asks if there is any other country in the world where a public thoroughfare 
could have been closed on such ‘a frivolous pretext. Were the authorities aware 
period of two days meant 
the dislocation of all business and consequently the greatest inconvenience 
and loss to the people? This motor race was no doubt a source of great 
pleasure to the few Europeans who took part in it, but who is to compensate 
the thousands who suffered for their enjoyment? Large numbers of people 
who came in from the interior and were making their way to the Railway 
stations, probably on urgent business, had either to return: home or wait 


till the trials were over. It will thus be seen what: wid hardship 
this tomfoolery has caused, but nevertheless the organisers of the tamasla, 


headed by the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 7 to be quite indifferent! 
217. It is quite evident from a retrospect of Lord Curzon’s Viceroyalty, 
3 writes the Amrita Bazar Patria, that His Excellency 
Phe position of the Viceroy. has not been able to outgrow his parliamentary 
training as a party-man. The first signs of a partisan spirit were displayed 
by His Excellency in the Calcutta ewe sant dispute, when His Excellency 
sided with the Baro ns and almost completely officialised the Corporation 
to the utter dismay of the Indians who had hailed him as a Messiah, Again, 
Lord Curzon’s assurances in regard to the employment of Indians were most 
comforting to the country, and it was universally expected that State patronage 
would be equally distributed between Europeans and Indians, but suffice it 
to say that the white and semi-white races have never been more fortunate 
than under Lord Curzon’s régime, while the poor Indians have been ousted from 
many of the appointments that their predecessors held with great credit. 
Even in dealing with so big a question as tho partition of Bengal, 
Lord Curzon evinced a most undignified partisanship. which was not at all 
in keeping with his position as a disinterested ruler. In order to allay the 
ae agitation His Excellency visited the districts of Dacca and Mymensingh. 
ies—the official and the non-official. Lord 
Curzon did not hesitate to openly join the former and went so far as to 
accuse the people of having got up an artificial agitation. Who has ever 
heard of a Viceroy stumping the country like a political agitator and 
trying to force the people to accept his own views of a public question? 
Similarly, His Excellency’s attitude towards the Universities Bill has been 
2323 but by orginating the recent Validating Bill, he has reduced 
e position of a mere official. op . 5 
_ Lord Curzon, however, has shown that he can be unusually just, and 
this is why the community have not entirely lost confidence in him. ä 
218. The Hindoo Patriot ree mt an Curzon's per at * 
The Viceroy’ ing of the Validating Bill was ill-conceived, faulty, 
— eee illogical, and divested of all common sense and 
wisdom. In point of eccentricity, however, His Excellency’s Convocation 
address surpasses all his previous public utterances, and will shock even bis most 
ardent admirers. It is at this State function that Lord Curzon assumes the 
ate of a public denouncer and in plain and emphatic terms tells the Oriental 
that he is not a follower of truth and exhorts dm to forsake his undefined 
and dreamy idea of that virtue and accept the Western conception as the 


es FD Ae 
bee nk in Gh sae 7 


% 


mal severely condemns Lord Curson for 
vert to this und slander and adheres to the belief that His 


ellency’s ideas of tzuth are purely. ‘visionary aud ultra-Utopian. :. The 
Excoleney’s i 2 and this is as much true of the East as of the 


10 The madian Mirror writes that the two speeches made by Lord 
al Curzon last week have irretrievably ruined his 
Lord Ourzon recent speeches. reputation, and one cannot help regretting that 
His Excellency ever elected to return to India as Viceroy. While his speech 
at the passing of the Validating Act was extremely personal and full of 
invective, his Convocation address was even worse, being an undisguised attack 
on the entire Indian community. Was His Excellency justified in making the 
sweeping and uncomplimentary remarks he did about the veracity of the 
oriental and will they not create a bitter racial feeling which it is his para- 
mount duty as Viceroy of India to suppress? It is extremely unfortunate that 
Lord Curzon so wantonly wounded the feelings of the Indian people by his 
uncharitable references to their literature and their national life, and it is 
earnestly to be hoped that His Excellency will soon render the apology he 
owes, 
220. Disgusted at the cowardly way in which Indians behave when 
they are assaulted by Europeans, the Amrita Bazar 
Why Indians should emigrate. = Patrika exhorts them to indulge freely in foreign 
travel with a view to acquiring manliness. It points to South Africa asa 
suitable field where they can learn from their countrymen who are already settled 
there how to defend themselves and to safeguard their interests. There the 
white man does not venture to assault an Indian, for he is promptly assaulted 
in return, and the Indian who does not retaliate is outcasted. 
221. Referring to the forthcoming General Election in England, the 
Bengalee is relieved to know that it is impossible for 
Inde next Secretary of State for Sir Henry Fowler to be appointed Secretary 
State for India. It hails the idea of Mr. John 
Morley gaining the appointment. Such a move would also involve the resigna- 
tion of Lord Curzon, and after all that has recently happened the sooner he 
leaves India the better for himself and the country. 


222. The Amrita Basar Patrtka thus explains how, with such short 


7 military training and experience and with the 

e t Bens lis and the Japs physique of the Bengali peasant, the Japs ha ve 

: fou ht so successfully with the “ mightiest power on 

earth.” Even the feeblest of folk are converted into heroes if they can 

secure leaders and feel in the same way for their regeneration.” In illustra- 
tion of this point the Paértka refers to the following events :— 

In 1860 five millions of Bengali raiyats ‘‘ who were almost as down-trodden 
as the Carolina slaves”, raised acry that they would not sow indigo again. 
Their leaders were thrown into prison and tortured in various ways, but they 
were staunch to the end, and in spite of alternate coaxing and threatening, the 
ruin of the 3 planters and the destruction of the industry in Bengal were 

y secured. 

In 1878, Ishan Roy collected more than two hundred thousand men 
around him and took possession of a large part of the district of Pabna. He 
was a Kayastha, but his followers were Musalmans and he was called ‘the 
uncrowned king of Pabna.” | 

Next. How was it possible for Titu Mir to bring together lakhs of Bengali 
peasants and encounter British artillery?” | eae 

Then, again, how could a few Musalman fanatics organise the Sittana 
compaign which evidenced an amount of ignorance, self-sacrifice, and blind 


i for which the world had no parallel”? It was conceived by a few | 


ans of Bengal and Patna after the collapse of the Sepoy Mutiny. It was 
a secret conspiracy to overthrow the British Government. How was it organised 
and nourished? The Bengali peasants walked on foot two thousand miles from 
their homes to Sittana, on the North-West. Frontier, to be drilled as re 
men. Funds were raised for the purpose of accomplishing this ‘sacred’ 
object.” „What led these ignorant Musalman peasants to. thi 
Prise is that they were promised heaven by their leaders.” 


insane enter- 


Iman Mmnon, 
14th Feb, 1905. } 


Awarra Basar 
PaTRixa, 


14th Feb. 1905. 


BENGALRE, 
16th Feb. 1905. 


AMRITA BazaR 
PaTRIKA, 


17th Feb. 1905. 
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2 | Tho Pairika then describes the detection of this Sittana’ conspiracy and 
Il these men were led in the right direction, ‘what a world of good might 
have been done to millions.“ ; aa Ons HG 5 
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